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Chair’s Remarks
Dennis Laumann
The University of Memphis
Welcome to a delayed but, I hope you will agree, enhanced
Ghana Studies Council (GSC) Newsletter! Since the last issue,
the GSC (like Ghana itself) experienced a democratic leader
ship transition as outgoing Chair Roger Gocking handed over
the executive office to me. Roger since has retired from teach
ing at Mercy College but of course remains an active scholar
and graciously contributed an article to the present newsletter
in addition to generously offering his advice and assistance to
me.
You will notice two major changes to the newsletter. First, I
have replaced the “Summer/Fall” dating scheme with an annual
format. My goal, unfortunately not met with the present issue,
is to publish the newsletter in December or January so I can
report on the GSC annual meeting (which usually takes place
in October or November) and initiate the new year’s member
ship drive in a timely manner. Second, the newsletter now fea
tures color photographs to compliment our articles and reports,
particularly those presenting new research (see, for example,
the pieces by Ama deGraft Aikins and Roger Gocking). I wel
come your feedback on the newsletter as well as suggestions
for future issues.
Our annual meeting at the African Studies Association’s (ASA)

51st conference in Chicago in November 2008 was wellattended
and as always lively. GSC members approved a number of pro
posed changes (see box on following page). I announced an ini
tiative, the “Renew plus New” Membership Drive, to substan
tially increase our numbers. I am asking all GSC members not
only to renew their GSC membership, but to recruit a new mem
ber to our organization. Many of us have colleagues across cam
pus as well as friends at other institutions who specialize in
Ghana yet do not belong to the GSC. Take a look through our
2008 membership directory in this newsletter (beginning on page
19) and if you do not see that colleague or friend listed, please
forward the 2009 membership form (back page) and encourage
them to join.
The GSC also sponsored two very successful panels at the 2008
ASA under the theme “Ghana @ 50: Celebrating the Nation,”
organized and chaired by Carola Lentz (Johannes Gutenberg Uni
versity of Mainz) and Isidore Lobnibe (Western Oregon Univer
sity). We will continue our tradition of sponsoring two panels at
the ASA this November in New Orleans. Johanna Svanikier
(University of Oxford) has put together two apt and exciting pan
els on Ghana’s 2008 elections for the ASA’s 52nd Annual Meet
ing.
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Another of our initiatives is to expand our organization’s pres
ence at conferences beyond the ASA. The GSC sponsored a
panel at this month’s AfricaEurope Group for Interdisciplinary
Studies’ (AEGIS) 3rd European Conference on African Studies
in Leipzig, Germany. I chaired the panel entitled “New Re
search in Ghanaian Colonial History” which featured Gracia
Clark (Indiana University), Giancarlo Pichillo (University of
Siena), Carina Ray (Fordham University), and Naaborko Sack
eyfio (Dartmouth College). And I am pleased to note the cur
rent AEGIS President is GSC member Paul Nugent (University
of Edinburgh).
A third initiative is to reinstate the GSC Research Grant Pro
gram. This year, our organization will award two grants in the
amount of $500 each to support research carried out by Ghana
based faculty, researchers, and graduate students. Please review
the Research Grant Program description and application (pages
1112) and if you qualify, submit an application, or if you do
not meet the criteria, forward it to a colleague or student who
does.
A final important piece of news to share is the appointment of
two new editors for our journal, Ghana Studies. After a call for
nominations at the 2008 annual meeting and a review of appli
cants in consultation with the GSC Advisory Board, I am proud
to announce Akosua Adomako (University of Ghana) and
Stephan Miescher (University of California, Santa Barbara) as
the new editors. Akosua and Stephan, like their predecessors,
both bring strong records of scholarship, editing, and as impor
tantly, crossAtlantic collaboration to their positions (see page
15). They will take over the journal after the current editors,
Lynne Brydon (University of Birmingham) and Takyiwaa
Manuh (University of Ghana), publish their fifth and final issue
of Ghana Studies (vol. 10, 2007) later this year. The new edi
tors will be assisted at the University of Wisconsin African
Studies Program by Lisa Bintrim, replacing Peter Quella, who
earned his PhD and moved to South Africa last year. Please
join me in welcoming Akosua, Stephan, and Lisa to Ghana
Studies and extending our appreciation to Lynne, Takyiwaa,
and Peter for several years of innovative and engaging research
presented in our journal.
Let me use this opportunity to thank Ama deGraft Aikins and
Roger Gocking for contributing their fascinating research re
ports and photos to this newsletter as well as Ted MarisWolf
for his conference report. My research assistant, Marissa King,
spent many hours designing and formatting this issue and Ca
rina Ray kindly agreed to copy edit. Larry Yarak (Texas A&M
University) not only maintains the GSC website, but also is an

Does your institution’s library or African Studies center
receive the GSC Newsletter? If not, please ask your
librarian to subscribe. The institutional subscription
rate is $25 per issue. Proceeds, minus printing and
postage, support the GSC Research Grant Program
and Ghana Studies. For more information, email
ghanastudiescouncil@gmail.com
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invaluable resource whenever a question arises about the organi
zation’s history and procedures. Finally, on behalf of all GSC
members, I thank the Department of History at The University of
Memphis, particularly Karen Bradley, for its generous support of
our organization.
I hope you enjoy this expanded newsletter. Please send your short
articles, conference reports and announcements, research queries,
and photos to us so the GSC Newsletter remains a vital resource
for all scholars of Ghana. And, please take a few minutes right
now to renew your membership and help us recruit a new mem
ber. Let’s make our “Renew plus New” 2009 Membership Drive
a great success!
Memphis, June 2009

GSC 2008 Annual Meeting
The following changes were approved by GSC members at the
2008 annual meeting in Chicago:
Raise dues beginning in 2009 to the following, includ
ing subscription to Ghana Studies:
Graduate students outside Africa: $15
Africabased members: duesexempt
All other members: $30;
Increase GSC Newsletter institutional subscription rate
from $20 to $25;
Create Advisory Board comprised of former GSC
Chairs to assist current Chair in decisionmaking, espe
cially in relation to expenditures; and
Reinstate GSC Research Grants for Ghanabased fac
ulty, researchers, and graduate students with two annual
awards at $500 each.
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Reflections on Ghanaian Art in Ghana’s Jubilee Year
By Ama deGraft Aikins
University of Cambridge and the London School of Economics
Art is all around us. Drive through any
major town in Ghana. You are bound to
see, at some point, a row of signboards
bearing the faces of Kwame Nkrumah, John Agyekum Kufour,
Otumfuo Osei Tutu II, Jerry John Rawlings, Nelson Mandela,
Bill Clinton, and other national and world leaders in uncanny
likeness or dismal caricature. Navigate a major roundabout and
you might spot a monument – J.B Danquah at Osu, Accra;
Komfo Anokye at Bantama, Kumasi; Monica Amekoafia, the
first Miss Ghana, at the town centre, Hohoe. Stop for a moment
and take in what is around you. The stalls selling multi
coloured batik and tiedye, the pottery shops, the makeshift
galleries for wood carvings and woven baskets, the sculptured
vegetable and fruit stands, the mass produced framed portraits
of icons, symbols of everyday life and wise sayings. Visit any
plush hotel with one or more stars and you cannot fail to notice
rows of paintings by local artists, lining the lobby walls, posi
tioned to be appreciated or purchased. In your own home there
might be variants of these artefacts: a Gye Nyame wood carv
ing, a generic portrait of Jesus Christ, or an abstract oil painting
on the wall; batik fabric transformed into a table cloth, cushion
covers or curtains; a leather rug or footrest from Tamale on the
living room floor; the old Asante asesegua sitting in the
kitchen corner.

quate export promotion services. One of the most devastat
ing aspects of this legacy is that local music and film indus
try is not developing as fast as it should.2

The visual arts also constitute “a powerful means of enhancing
the country’s identity and distinctiveness, while simultaneously
creating employment, developing human skills and generating
social capital and cohesion.” Visual artists also face the range
of “perennial problems” attributed to the music and film indus
tries. Yet in media and official accounts their public signifi
cance and role rarely feature. This discursive absence works its
way into the arena of practical commitment.

The arts  music, theatre, visual  are generally marginalised in
Ghana’s development agenda. The visual arts face particularly
tough challenges. Over the last few years, the media has high
lighted the neglect of the theatre arts and the music industry.
Theatre artists bemoan a severe lack of funding to create and
produce quality work; musicians castigate a growing counter
feiting culture that denies them the benefit of full sales and a
weak administrative body that fails to ensure appropriate pay
ment of royalties. The government has begun to take note. The
most recent Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy document
(GPRS II) observed:

The yearlong celebration of Ghana@50 highlighted this dis
crepancy most acutely. The history and contributions of the
music industry and the theatre arts to Ghana’s national identity
and development were woven into official celebrations. Busi
ness sponsorship ensured that major cities were treated to a
‘From Highlife to Hiplife’ concert featuring iconic highlife and
hiplife artists such as Koo Nimo, Nana Ampadu, C.K. Mann,
Kojo Antwi, Amandzeba and Reggie Rockstone. The
Ghana@50 secretariat funded Ghana@50 Theatre Classics – an
impressive monthly lineup of twelve classic plays from Ama
Ata Aidoo, J.B Danquah, Martin Owusu, Kobina Sekyi, Efua
Sutherland, and other Ghanaian playwrights showcased at Ac
cra’s National Theatre. Compared to these solid public invest
ments, the visual arts fared badly. Old monuments were re
vamped and new ones commissioned in Accra and other major
cities and historic towns. There was official acknowledgement
of artists who played specific roles in Ghana’s independence –
for example Madame Theodosia Okoh, who designed the na
tion’s flag. There was a small exhibition at the National Mu
seum featuring local painters. However, these were minor ges
tures. Their impact on public consciousness was not as hard
hitting as the musical and theatrical events. At times, they ap
peared as afterthoughts or as byproducts of commercial ac
tivities. The branding of public monuments with commercial
products is a case in point. Driving around revamped circles in
Accra one often wonders whether their monuments exist to
serve the financial fortunes of Nestle, Unilever, Guinness and
other multinational companies or the memories of Ghana’s
national heroes.3 The editorial of a recent issue of ArtFOCUS,
a local art magazine, criticised the official neglect of the visual
arts in the Ghana@50 celebrations:

The music and film industry is fastgrowing with unlimited
potential. As one of Ghana’s most significant pioneer Indus
tries, the…industry is a powerful means of enhancing the
country’s identity and distinctiveness, while simultaneously
creating employment, developing human skills and generat
ing social capital and cohesion. However…it is infused with
the perennial problems of lack of access to finance, limited
application of modern technology, lack of effective laws and
regulations to protect intellectual property rights, low level
of awareness on intellectual property rights, lack of enforce
ment and supervision of laws and regulations, and inade

Officials have used art in a functional sense: celebratory
monuments, statues, busts and rockeries have been commis
sioned…visibly sponsored by the business community…
Beyond this vivid commercialisation of ‘public art’ official
engagement with art has been nil. Many may have noted
how the passing of two Ghanaian Art greats  Mrs Grace
Kwami last year, Sacka Acquaye this year  went unnoticed
in official circles. This and other forms of apathy towards
Ghana’s art scene compelled the art community to celebrate
itself…There was a clear difference between official and art
community celebrations: the former tended towards inflict

Art means different things to different people: a fundamental
source of visual stimulation, the highest form of aesthetic
pleasure, a source of income, a form of therapy, a political tool,
a resource for development. “Art is about life. Artists are a
precious human resource.”1 However, the complex significance
of art is often undervalued and the future prospects of those
who produce it in various forms are under increasing threat.
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ing mass produced mediocrity on the public, the latter to
wards collective selfreflection of the meaning of independ
ence for artists and the public.

Art was not always marginalised in Ghana. Its low status in
official and public consciousness is a product of complex fac
tors. Ghana has a rich art history. Its roots in antiquity have
been traced to ninth century West African wall paintings and
sculptures. Its 18th century Ewe and Asante ceremonial kente
was inspired by centuriesold cultural customs. Indigenous
Ghanaian art forms have evolved by incorporating external
artistic influences from other parts of Africa, Asia and the West
into their repertoire. For example, while kente’s origins are
undisputedly Ewe its evolution from a royal cloth in Eweland
and then in Asante to a public ceremonial cloth beyond these
regions took on foreign elements: specifically the weaving of
silk threads, imported from Asia, into the traditional cotton.
Ghanaian art and artistic expression, like that elsewhere, has
evolved through a dynamic exchange between internal artistic
vision and the external demand from changing times and public
tastes. Similarly, the livelihoods of Ghanaian artists, like others
elsewhere, have always depended on the patronage of local or
foreign art lovers and collectors.
At Independence a new phase of Ghanaian artistic expression
was born when art schools and colleges were established in
Accra (Achimota School), Kumasi (College of Art at the
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology), and
Winneba. Heavily supported by the Nkrumah administration 
which used art and artists systematically to forge its project of
national unity and enforce the image of Nkrumah as a pan
African leader par excellence  these art institutions were run in
the first decade or so by British artists and art theorists. This
period nurtured a new vibrant community of Ghanaian artists –
for example Kofi Antubam, Oku Ampofo, Vincent Kofi and
Ablade Glover  who produced ‘formal art’ with Afro
European sensibilities. The art community, like several cultural
and administrative institutions, was stifled during the 1970s
and 1980s era of coups, successive military government rule
and structural adjustment. Many prominent formal artists, like
doctors, lawyers, and university lecturers, migrated to countries
that allowed them to produce art without fear or restrictions.
Other artists stayed: some made bold political statements with
their art (e.g. the Akwapim Six), some struggled to make a liv
ing underground, others abandoned art for more viable careers
and vocations. Indigenous art production stalled.
The current situation for Ghanaian art and artists is mixed.
There was a resurgence of formal artistic expression in the
1990s led by visionary painters and sculptors who have since
fashioned international careers locally (e.g. Wiz Kudowor,
Kofi Setordji), in other parts of Africa (e.g. El Anatsui in Nige
ria) or in the West (e.g. Kwesi OwusuAnkomah in Europe).
They are among Africa’s most renowned artists and often fea
ture in Africancentred exhibitions, collections and anthologies,
produced on or outside the continent.4 But such success be
longs to a tiny minority of artists. Many artists – whether self
or formally trained  cannot make a living purely from their art.
Kobina Nyarko, a promising young artist with Industrial Arts
degree from KNUST’s College of Art observes: “Industrial art
students end up not using their degrees; there is no finance to
set up studios or businesses.”5 Similarly while some indigenous

4

arts have flourished in the last fifty years (e.g. kente weaving,
wood carving, bead making6), others are dying (e.g. the pottery
industry in the Eastern region, a predominantly female do
main). Sign painting, the vibrant and most visible genre of
commercial art in Ghana and the premier training ground for
many young artists, faces imminent demise with the arrival of
graphic design technology. And we cannot ignore the power of
cheap goods from China and India – portraits, ornaments, soft
furnishings  to undermine the livelihoods of local artists finan
cially (by offering cheaper alternatives to a buying public) and
symbolically (by transforming lay representations and legitima
tion of functional art).

Wooden bowls from the Ashanti Region
(Courtesy of Ama deGraft Aikins)

The Nkrumah administration strategy of ringfenced funding
for the arts has not been adopted by subsequent governments.
Local artists are more likely to be supported by foreign govern
ments, institutions or individuals. Alliance Francaise, Goethe
Institut and the British Council regularly hold exhibitions fea
turing different genres of Ghanaian art. These foreign institu
tions are also actively involved in development projects that
utilise local art and push its functional boundaries. For exam
ple, British Council’s recent hosting of a conference in Febru
ary 2008 on art and climate change has led to collaborative
projects between local artists and foreign NGOs on waste man
agement in Ghana. But foreign support is a doubleedged
sword. Over the years the politics of funding and patronage has
transformed the very nature of artistic expression and the ac
cessibility of artistic products. Because foreigners support and
buy more Ghanaian art than Ghanaians do7 artists produce for
foreign – and predominantly EuroAmerican  sensibilities. In
the aforementioned issue of ArtFOCUS, a Canadian fine artist
observed of her Ghanaian counterparts during a working visit
to Accra:
I was surprised at how preoccupied artists were with devel
oping, not ideas, but a marketable style. They were not as
concerned with ideas and styles that were being developed
by artists in my hometown of Toronto, as they were with
whether the artists there were selling well. To me, there
were many more questions to ask about art or through art, in
Ghana or elsewhere, beyond: ‘Do you think they would buy
this in America?’

Even in the realm of indigenous art  from art centre stalls in
Accra and Tamale to selfstyled galleries and museums spring
ing up across the country — there is a new wave of deliberate
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‘antiquing’ of traditional artefacts to satisfy the western aes
thetic palate.

ArtHAUS workshops on batik making and painting
(Courtesy of Kofi Setordji)

Ghanaian art patrons do exist and own formidable collections,
but they do not receive the credit and support due them. In
March 2007, Mr Seth Dei, a powerful local art collector with
an extensive collection of Ghanaian paintings dating back to
the early 1960s, signed a deal with New York University to
have his collection stored. Mr Dei’s decision was influenced
in part by a lack of appropriate institutional space in Ghana to
hold and maintain his collection. The loss of the Dei family
collection to a foreign institution was sad. But even sadder
was the absolute silence that met the deal: there was no public
discourse on the merits or demerits of the decision. Kwamina
Ewusie, cofounder of African Encounters, a San Diegobased
art agency that represents Ghanaian and other African artists,
captured sentiment in the art community:
In addition to the lack of institutions in Ghana to care and
maintain the artwork, I think [Seth Dei] understands that
value in the art world is sadly determined by the West.
Putting his collection in the trust of NYU in that regards
is actually a positive thing for Ghanaian art, in that the
western art world will lend Ghanaian art the legitimacy
and value it deserves by featuring the work in exhibitions
they curate. Overall, I think it was a good move, but I do
agree that the move did not trigger discussion in the me
dia, which is another symptom of the media's (and soci
ety's) lack of reverence for the arts.

What does the future hold for Ghanaian art? Saka Acquaye,
the late great Ghanaian sculptor, playwright and musician
argued:
We do not take our own art and culture seriously – that is
why Ghanaian and African artists are not encouraged by
our own people. We must place our art and culture in a
more modern perspective. People must be made aware of
these values – because it is from them that we can redis
cover ourselves and draw the inspiration to face our na
tional responsibilities.8

5

Many might merely echo this critical observation and recom
mendation. But a growing number of local artists, art collabora
tors and patrons are actually doing something. During Ghana’s
jubilee year it is this community who made the presence of Gha
naian art felt in Ghana and abroad. In Accra in April 2007,
“Independence In dependence”  an exhibition of paintings,
sculpture and installations reflecting on Ghana’s fifty years of
independence  was curated at the Artists Alliance Gallery by
Odile Agyare who cofounded and manages Nubuke Founda
tion.9 The work of women artists, a marginalised subgroup, was
showcased by The Loom, Ghana’s oldest gallery, and through
the Women Artists Institute’s (WAI) art competition titled
“Engraving the Achievements of Women: 50 years of Ghana’s
Development.” In San Diego, a yearlong exhibition of Ghana
ian paintings was curated at the Museum of Man by Kwamina
Ewusie’s African Encounters. Institutions run by artists, such as
Professor Ablade Glover’s Artists Alliance Gallery and Kofi
Setordji’s ArtHAUS, carried on their work of training, nurturing
and representing local artists. These groups, like Virginia Ryan
and Joe Nkrumah of FCA, believe that “art is about life” and
“artists are a precious human resource.” They are working to
ensure that the art that surrounds us in our everyday lives, and
the artists who produce it, flourish. They are nurturing that im
portant minority of visionary artists who imagine beyond culture
and produce innovative work that transforms the meanings we
ascribe to art and to ourselves through art. They are lobbying to
push forward progressive policies for the visual arts. The future
of Ghanaian art needs all these elements.
Notes
1.

Virginia Ryan and Prof. Joe Nkrumah, Foundation for Contemporary Arts
(FCA), Ghana: http://www.fcaghana.org

2.

Republic of Ghana (2005) Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy (GPRS
II) (20062009). National Development Planning Commission. Page 29.

3.

A letter to NLO (Vol. 1, No 2) by Emmanuel Y. Ablo described the heavy
commercialisation of public monuments thus: “When I drive or walk by
these statues I am incensed and deeply offended by the sight of all the
billboards that clutter…the statues of our heroes. There are billboards
advertising this or that alcoholic or nonalcoholic beverage; or promoting
one or the other product or service. In all my travels in South Africa, Zim
babwe, Great Britain, the United States of America and other countries I
have never encountered this kind of display of gross disrespect for a na
tion’s heroes. It just would not be tolerated in other countries. So why are
we tolerating this?”

4.

See for example UK’s Africa ’95, ’05; Contemporary African Art (1999),
A History of Art in Africa (2001), African Art Now (2005).

5.

Kobina Nyarko Profile: www.africanencounters.com

6.

In 2007, for example, Ghanaian bead makers from the Krobo area were
flown to Tanzania by a Tanzanian gallerist to teach and train local bead
makers. The rise of kente as an iconic cloth for panAfrican expression
and emancipation supports local kente weavers.

7.

For example, the manager of the Artists Alliance Gallery, Lily Sefa Boa
kye, notes that 80% of buyers are foreigners (mainly EuroAmerican).

8.

James Gibbs (2007). “Saka Acquaye: A talent is gone.” Daily Graphic,
March 31.

9.

www.nubukefoundation.org

10. www.africanencounters.com
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Researching Dams in Ghana
By Roger Gocking
Mercy College, PastChair of the Ghana Studies Council
Recently I have become interested in the history of dams in
Africa and Ghana offers more than enough such examples to
whet the researcher’s appetite. In addition, in Ghana there is
significant historical depth to this project as dambuilding in
Ghana began in the early days of colonialism and continues up
to the present with the ongoing construction of the country’s
third hydroelectric dam on the Volta River at Bui Gorge. Not
surprisingly there is considerable variety in the types of dams
that do exist and their environments. They vary from small
masonry dams like Brimsu on the Kakum River, which is still
the main source of water for Cape Coast and was built in 1927,
to the far betterknown massive rock fill Akosombo Dam on
the Volta River built in 1965, which created the largest man
made lake in the world.
Clearly the first step in this project has been to familiarize my
self with what these dams look like, and this has taken me out
side what has been my normal ambit of operations in Ghana,
archival repositories. These dams are all over Ghana and for
someone without personal transportation just getting to them
can be a challenge. Akosombo is undoubtedly the easiest of all
to visit as it is something of a tourist destination in Ghana. Get
ting to the town of Atimpoku/Akosombo by tro tro is simple,
and then the Volta River Authority’s (VRA) office is a short
walk away from the tro tro station in Akosombo. You pay a
small fee and if you have no transport of your own you pay
another modest fee for the vehicle that will take you to the
dam. It is about five kilometers away and you have to pass
through a security gate. On one occasion, a holiday, I waited at
the gate for a group of tourists to come by and joined forces
with them. It was a reasonable walk in the hot sun, but there
was no vehicle fee that way.
The guides vary and some do better than others but from my
last visit, which was in December 2008, it seemed as if there
had been some attempt to make them better informed and able
to answer questions. You walk along the top of the dam and
look at the intakes for the dam’s six penstocks, and from the
water marks on the concrete below you get a good idea of how
much the level of the dam has varied. I was there in 2006 when
the dam was headed for an alltime low of 234.96 feet (reached
in 2007) and again in 2008 when two plentiful rainy seasons
had served to raise the level to within ten feet of the top (276
feet). The recently retrofitted generating station and switchyard
can also be seen very well from the top of the dam. However,
the best overall view of the entire complex is from the deck of
the VRA’s Volta Hotel. A tour of the power station with its
turbines and generators is not part of the general tour but can
be arranged. So far I have not done this, but in 2006 I had an
extensive tour of the Kpong facility which is about 25 kilome
ters down river. It is a little different from the Akosombo
power plant in that it has Kaplan type turbines rather than Fran
cis turbines but in general there are obvious similarities.
The Akosombo Dam created an enormous lake that stretches
for about 400 kilometers all the way to Buipe on the Tamale/
Kintampo road, and provides a major inland waterway from

southern Ghana to the north. To get a sense of what this means
I took the overnight ferry, the Yapei Queen, from Akosombo
Port to Yeji, a distance of 253 kilometers. There are two first
class cabins but for the rest accommodation consists of hard
wooden benches, and when the wind does not blow the atten
tion of clouds of hungry mosquitoes. What struck me noticea
bly was how little lakeside population there was. Particularly
was this so in the southern end of the lake. Altogether the ferry
made six stops before arriving in Yeji 29 hours later. Kete
Krachi was the only town along the way and the rest were
small villages. Ironically the boat’s main cargo consisted of
about eleven skids piled high with bundled packages of drink
ing water sachets. “Pure water” of this nature has taken Ghana
by storm and is available almost everywhere. It generates vast
amounts of plastic waste that in urban areas has become a seri
ous environmental problem. However, most of the cargo space
on the Yapei Queen was filled with empty crates that were to
be filled with yams for the return journey. The savanna area of
the north, rather than the rain forest, is the “yam basket” of
Ghana. Nevertheless, it remained something of a mystery to me
as to where all the yams were going to come from to fill the
literally dozens and dozens of large crates.

Sunyani Polytechnic students inspecting diversion
channel at the Bui dam site
(Courtesy of Roger Gocking)

The much more challenging damvisit was to the Bui dam site
in western Brong Ahafo. I first did this in 2006 before the con
struction of the dam had begun so as to get an idea of what the
pristine environment looked like. Transportation was more of a
challenge than getting to Akosombo. I even made things harder
by coming from Bole, a small town to the north on the Wa/
Techiman road. It meant hiring a young man with a motorcycle
and negotiating kilometers and kilometers of badly rutted, lat
eritic dirt roads. He assured me that there would be a bridge
across the Black Volta near the planned dam site. I failed to see
how this could be possible and was proven right. However,
what neither of us knew was that there was a small ferry across
the river at this location. The ferry man had obviously dealt
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with small motorcycles before and was not the least phased by
our arrival. It was also very obvious that the dam site would be
in the Bui Gorge where the Banda Hills come all the way down
to the river. I took lots of pictures of the “before” vista, and
then we continued along the old paved road that the Russians
had constructed in the 1960s, when they were investigating
building this dam, to Bui National Park. It was about three kilo
meters away and the park’s buildings consist of the wooden
bungalows that the Russians constructed as their camp.
The buildings are in various stages of decay and attest to just
how much this national park is the stepchild of the Ghana na
tional parks system. Nevertheless, about 2,000 adventurous
souls do visit. They don’t come from Bole on motorcycles but
from Wenchi, about 85 kilometers to the south. For example,
while I was there some Germans showed up in a taxi they had
hired in Wenchi. The main attraction is the black hippopotamus
population that lives in the Black Volta and on it banks. It is
the largest of two such populations in Ghana and one of the
largest in West Africa. The best time to see them is in the dry
season when the river dries up considerably leaving pools that
the hippos frequent. I was there right at the end of the rainy
season, a generous one with a very full Black Volta, and it was
not an opportune time to go looking for hippos.

Jama settlement with borehole pump in foreground
(Courtesy of Roger Gocking)

In November 2008 I returned to Bui National Park, this time by
tro tro from Wenchi. Sinohydro, the Chinese company that has
been contracted to build the Bui Dam, was hard at work. The
road from Wenchi had undergone major improvement and
what had been a fourhour drive from Bui to Wenchi in 2006,
and had required pushing the tro tro up one particularly steep
and muddy hill, now took less than two hours. It is not yet
paved all the way but soon will be to accommodate the heavy
trucks bringing in supplies for the dam’s construction.
It was drier than in 2006 and I began with the obligatory hike/
canoe paddle to see the hippos. A couple were obliging enough
to stick their massive snouts out of the muddy water but Na
tional Geographicquality pictures were hard to come by. These
animals will be very much affected by the filling of the dam
and their fate has generated considerable international contro
versy. British biologist, Daniel Bennett, who was studying the
flora and fauna of Bui National Park, which will lose 21 per
cent of its area when flooding is complete, was banned in 2001
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by the Ghana government from continuing his research because
of his opposition to the dam. What will happen to the hippos no
one really knows. Undoubtedly, however, local people will be
affected and I spent considerable time discussing with some of
them how they felt about the dam which was going to have an
enormous impact on their lives. Two of the villages we hiked
through were going to be flooded when the lake behind the
dam filled. There was considerable apprehension on their part
especially since some of them (Ewes) already had unhappy
experiences with resettlement when the Akosombo dam filled.
Four villages have already been resettled and about two weeks
later I made yet another trip to the Bui dam site to see what this
had meant for the over 200 people involved. Their resettlement
village, Jama Resettlement Site (see photo left), was on the
north bank of the Black Volta and this meant approaching from
Bole, and once again getting back on a motorcycle. Luckily
most of the main Wa/Techiman road had been paved in the
intervening two years. Even the dirt road from the roadside
village of Banda Nkwanta to Jama Village was in better shape.
Dam building is obviously playing an important role in im
proving transportation infrastructure in this very underdevel
oped area of Brong Ahafo.
There was clearly dissatisfaction with the new arrangement on
the part of many of the new residents who seemed to have little
to occupy their time. While I was at the site the Bui Power Au
thority’s environmental officer and some of his staff arrived in
a pickup. He was obviously unhappy to see me there and
wanted to know what I was doing snooping around and
“snapping pictures.” It took a while to set him at ease, but we
eventually were able to discuss the challenges he was facing
with the resettlement program. The resettlement of the 90,000
people affected by the flooding of the Akosombo and Kpong
Dams has come in for considerable criticism. Far less people
will be involved in the case of the Bui Dam (1,700), but even
so adhering to the World Commission on Dam’s charge that
“adversely affected people become the first among beneficiar
ies” is not going to be an easy task. Building large dams is ob
viously not as neutral as building roads, stadiums and court
houses which Chinese construction companies are now doing
in Ghana.
Obviously I also wanted to see the dam site and this required
some finagling. At the end of my visit to the hippos I walked
with my armed park ranger to the dam site’s main gate, and
presented myself as an unexpected visitor. Luckily for me, I
arrived at the same time as a bus load of students and their in
structors from the Sunyani Polytechnic Institute. Ghanaians are
flexible and it was quickly decided that I should join this group
of over 60 people (see photo previous page).
For about two hours we were given a tour of the operation. The
first phase of construction of what will be a 90 meter high
roller, compacted concrete (RCC) gravity dam was just about
finished, about a month ahead of schedule. The river diversion
channel had been completed, which will eventually be incorpo
rated into the overall construction of the dam and will serve as
a release passage. The up stream and downstream coffer dams
were just about closed, and pumping out the water enclosed by
these structures was about to begin. Indeed, two days later
President Kufuor was to visit the dam site formally to close
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these coffer dams. Work was pretty much finished as far as the
preparation of the abutment area on the right side of the river
was concerned and was well advanced on the other side.
The second phase of construction was about to begin and will
consist of the dam itself along with two small saddle dams to
the southwest of the main dam. The main dam will consist of a
spillway with five gates, a water intake on the right side of the
river (where the diversion channel has been constructed), a
power intake on the other side of the dam which will feed three
penstocks and will provide water for three 133 MW vertical
shaft Francistype turbines. Twenty meters downstream will be
the powerhouse and switchyard which will transform the power
from the dam to 161 kV for transmission to the presently exist
ing 161 kV TechimanWa line at the village of Teselima, 15
kilometers away. Finally, there will be a bridge across the river
close to the tail race pool.
The main purpose of the dam is to generate electricity, but
there are also plans to use it to irrigate 30,000 hectares of land
down stream from the dam, to establish fisheries on the lake
formed by the dam, to develop ecotourism in the area and to
construct a new city to accommodate 500,000 persons which
would make it the third largest city in Ghana today. It is to be
designed as a “cosmopolitan” city with a university, other edu
cational and research facilities, high and low density residential
areas, factories and an airport. The entire area is to be declared
an economic free zone and be part of the Ghana Free Zone
Board regime that was set up in 1995. It has been estimated
that the cityconstructing project will create about 4,000 jobs.
One would have to be a particularly hardcore optimist to think
that all of this will materialize. Similar promises were made for
Akosombo but the reality was much more modest. To get an
idea of what the Bui project might actually look like when all
the promised ancillary development takes place I went to Burk
ina Faso to look at the Bagré Project on the White Volta,
known in that country as the Nakambé River. This project con
sists of a small hydro dam that has an installed capacity of 16
MW and also irrigates 15,000 hectares, much of which is de
voted to wetland rice production. There are also cattleraising,
fish hatcheries and ecotourism components of the project. Be
fore the construction of the dam in 1992 the area was basically
unpopulated because of black flies and the onchocerciasis that
they spread. Now more than 10,000 people live in and around
the town of Bagré that has sprung up a few kilometers away
from the dam site. To a lesser extent the Bui area also has this
problem and before dam building could begin in 2007 there
was an extensive spraying campaign to control these insects.
I was lucky to meet one of the agricultural officers who works
on the rice farming part of the project and spoke far better Eng
lish than my inimitable French. He hosted me for two days at
his house in Bagré and gave me a red carpet tour of the project
including an extensive visit to the generating facility. The over
all project encompasses a large area and this meant kilometers
and kilometers sitting, once again, on the back of a small motor
cycle.
Bagré is hardly “one of Africa’s most livable and cosmopolitan
cities of the world” as the BPA’s literature describes the Bui
Citytobe. Instead, it is like most recentlyestablished African
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townships, much unplanned, dusty and rather ramshackle. Yet
it does have several high schools and primary schools, rice
husking mills, lots of shops and a health clinic. According to
my guide the rice farmers in the project make seven times as
much as typical farmers in Burkina Faso. However, people in
the area have to contend with high rates of malaria on account
of the large amount of stagnant water in the rice paddies that
offer mosquitoes excellent breeding grounds.
Bagré represents a realistic picture of what the Bui project may
well become, and makes you conscious of the balance between
the pros and cons in all dambuilding projects. In the 1960s
Akosombo was hailed as a “technological triumph and a sym
bol of modern nationhood.” Recent loadshedding exercises
due to insufficient water in the Lake Volta have taken much of
the luster off this earlier vision. Dams never live up to what
their builders promise. Nevertheless, they are major instru
ments of economic and social transformation, and with all their
longterm complex implications well worthy of serious aca
demic study on the part of historians.

IIAS: A New Accrabased
Multidisciplinary Institute
By Ama deGraft Aikins
The International Institute for the Advanced Study of Cultures,
Institutions and Economic Enterprise (hereafter IIAS) was es
tablished in Accra in 2006 by three senior Ghanaian academics
based in Ghana, the US and Canada: Irene Odotei, a professor
of History at the University of Ghana; Emmanuel Akyeam
pong, a professor of History at Harvard University and Ato
Quayson, a professor of English and Literary Studies at the
University of Toronto. The Institute has expanded to include
five Ghanaian academics based in Ghana (Ernest Aryeetey,
professor of Economics, Raymond Atuguba a legal scholar and
William BaahBoateng an economist, all based at University of
Ghana, Legon), the UK (Ama deGraft Aikins, a social psy
chologist based at Cambridge University) and the Netherlands
(Salvador L. d’Souza). Collectively the institute is organised
around these eight core fellows who have established careers in
history, economics, traditional governance, gender and policy
studies, cultural and literary studies, law, new media, social
psychology and health.
The aim of the institute is to pursue multidisciplinary research
into African cultures, institutions (legal, social, cultural, politi
cal, economic, health), enterprise and everyday life as a plat
form for institutional reform and the creation of more supple
structures to meet new developmental challenges. Through
multidisciplinary research fellows aim to develop African solu
tions to Africa’s complex problems, informed by current inter
national scholarship, best policy practices, and emerging out of
dialogue between academic researchers, policy makers, and
government officials. These aims are informed by fellows’
belief that the desirable goals of democracy and economic de
velopment can be achieved within the framework of indigenous
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cultures, as has been demonstrated by Japan and the Asian Ti
gers. African cultural values, systems and practices must take
centre stage in the quest for development and for attaining a
better standard of living across the region.
IIAS Launch and Activities
IIAS was officially launched on 21st August 2007 at the Inter
national Conference Centre in Accra. Emmanuel Akyeampong
gave the inaugural lecture titled ‘Slave Routes, Slave Roots and
NationBuilding: Ghana, Ghanaians Abroad and the African
Diaspora in the 21st Century”. Akyeampong’s lecture reviewed
the history of the Atlantic slave trade and New World slavery
and its implications for African and Ghanaian development.
Given in the year that commemorated the 200th anniversary of
the British abolition of the transatlantic slave trade and the 50th
anniversary of Ghana’s political independence from the British,
Akyeampong’s lecture provided an important historical context
for understanding Ghana’s relations with the West, changing
relations between Ghanaians and African Americans, and how
development projects based on diasporic and transnational part
nerships could be envisioned and implemented. The inaugural
ceremony and lecture was attended by over 200 individuals
drawn from academia, government and nongovernment insti
tutions, the lay public and the media.
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force, contributes over thirty percent of national income and
generates about sixty percent of export earnings in most Afri
can countries. Despite its potential the agricultural sectors in
many African countries face major challenges. Loss of land
productivity through erosion, population pressure, unsustain
able application of land resources, food shortages and the in
creasing importance of food imports and aid constitute some of
the major challenges. The problems in this sector, like other
African developmental problems, are complex and require
complex solutions. The workshop brought together a multidis
ciplinary group of academics from Africa (Ghana, Kenya,
Uganda, Benin), the US and the UK to discuss major chal
lenges facing Africa’s agricultural sector and to develop policy
oriented solutions. Topics included:
The political economy of agricultural pricing policy in
Africa (Robert Bates, Harvard University)
Gendered labour and household incomes in the artisanal
marine fishing industry in West Africa (Emmanuel
Akyeampong, Harvard University and Irene Odotei,
University of Ghana)
Farming, tenure security, and local governance in con
temporary African societies (Sara Berry, Johns Hopkins
University)

Institute activities after the launch have centred on joint pub
lishing and the organisation of public lectures and workshops.

GM maize production in South Africa (Colin Thirtle
and Jenifer Piesse, Imperial College, London)

Emmanuel Akyeampong and Ama deGraft Aikins cowrote an
article reflecting on Ghana’s 50th independence anniversary for
Transition (April 2008 volume; see website). The article docu
mented the yearlong celebration charting the progress of pub
lic discourse and debate reported by the mass media and lo
cated these contemporary events within Ghana’s colonial his
tory and struggle for independence. Raymond Atuguba and
William BaahBoateng have published articles on economics
and law in the New Legon Observer, Ghana’s premier intellec
tual magazine. Ato Quayson published a topical article in the
national newspaper the Daily Graphic offering a critical per
spective on the sale of the government’s ailing telecommunica
tions company, Ghana Telecom, to the international telecom
munications company Vodafone.

Enhancing agricultural productivity and incomes in
Africa (Ernest Aryeetey and William BaahBoateng,
University of Ghana).

Ato Quayson also gave the first in a series of planned ‘IIAS
Summer Public Lectures’ on 30th July 2008 at the British
Council in Accra. Titled ‘Globalization, Urban Growth and
Social Inequalities: Interpreting Oxford Street, Accra’ Quay
son’s lecture documented and interpreted the history of
‘Oxford Street’ a once quiet residential Accra street that has
been transformed into a commercialised street through global
isation processes. It drew from an ongoing interdisciplinary
book project by Quayson which takes in insights from urban
studies, anthropology, history and political science.
Finally, IIAS hosted an international workshop on African Ag
ricultural Development on 5th and 6th September 2008 at its
premises in Oyarifa, Accra. The workshop themed ‘Improving
African Agriculture for Accelerated Growth’, was developed
by fellows Ernest Aryeetey and William BaahBoateng. The
workshop was driven by the premise that agriculture plays an
important developmental role in African societies and econo
mies. Agriculture employs over fifty percent of the labour

IIAS
(Courtesy of www.interias.com)

A range of stakeholders from farming, government, policy and
donor communities participated in the workshop. The work
shop will have two key outputs. The first output will be a con
ference report which will be disseminated to key stakeholders
in Ghana and represented African countries to aid agricultural
policy discussion and development. The second output will be
an edited volume of the proceedings which is scheduled to be
published by December 2009.
Future Directions
The Institute has seven core goals which inform future direc
tions:
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1.

to initiate and facilitate original research and to conduct
collaborative research with Ghanaian and nonGhanaian
scholars and institutions;

2.

to consult for both government and nongovernment bod
ies in areas such as economics, law, institutional reform,
gender and health;

3.

to sponsor a monograph series on Economy and Society in
Africa;

4.

to create and maintain a public research and reference li
brary that will be open to the public;

5.

to assist in the reform and strengthening of tertiary institu
tions using the institute’s convening power;

6.

to sponsor public lectures and other forms of intellectual
discourse forums (e.g. workshops, symposia, roundtables,
panel discussions) on relevant topical information for the
general public.

7.

to publish occasional papers, maintain an electronic news
letter and website detailing the institute’s activities.

At present collaborative research, the establishment of annual
seminars and the institution of summer courses are at an ad
vanced stage of development.
Research: The institute has five current research areas which
are organised around fellows’ disciplines and areas of exper
tise: (1) Institutions and Governance (Emmanuel Akyeampong
and Irene Odotei); (2) Culture, Economic Enterprise and Eco
nomic Development (Ernest Aryeetey and William Baah
Boateng); (3) Law and Ethics (Raymond Atuguba); (4) Culture,
Technology and Everyday Life (Ato Quayson); and (5) Health
and the burden of disease (Ama deGraft Aikins). Generally
each research block begins with an international workshop or
roundtable – such as the workshop conceptualised and con
vened by Ernest Aryeetey and William BaahBoateng  which
generates a set of research questions for fellows to develop
projects around. The projects, though framed from the unique
perspectives of particular disciplines, are conceptualized as
multidisciplinary and aim to draw on internal expertise and
from collaborations with visiting fellows.
Seminars: In addition to the ‘IIAS Summer Public Lecture’
series, the institute aims to convene seminars on topical issues
twice a year at the institute’s premises. These seminars will
typically bring together experts on the chosen issue to present
and discuss research, practice and policy dimensions. The next
scheduled seminar will focus on the Ghanaian Family and will
take place in April 2009. Professor Christine Oppong
(Cambridge and IIAS research fellow) who has conducted lon
gitudinal work on the Ghanaian family, and has donated her
research papers on the African family to the IIAS library, will
be a keynote speaker. Also planned for the summer of 2009
(June 1226) is a twoweek seminar on Atlantic history organ
ized by the Omohundro Institute of Early American History
(William and Mary College, USA) and IIAS. The conveners
for the seminar will be Professors Joseph Miller (University of
Virginia) and Irene Odotei.
Summer courses: The institute plans to develop and offer sum
mer courses to graduate students, practitioners, government
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officials and development workers. Courses will be offered in
three areas: (1) research methods; (2) proposal writing; and (3)
academic subject areas, focusing on marginalised subjects such
as Psychology and English (Literature). The first planned disci
plinary course will focus on Psychology and African Develop
ment and will be taught by Ama deGraft Aikins in August
2009.
IIAS actively seeks to affiliate scholars from Ghana and out
side Ghana in the category of visiting fellows, who might work
independently or collaboratively with the institute’s core fel
lows, and to provide internships for Ghanaian and non
Ghanaian graduate students. A second category of “research
fellow” is reserved for senior scholars who affiliate with IIAS
in a longterm capacity. The institute offers a range of facili
ties for visiting and research fellows including rooms, catering,
transport, a wellstocked library and research assistance. For
further information on the institute visit the institute’s website
at www.interias.com or contact Emmanuel Akyeampong at
akyeamp@fas.harvard.edu.

Omohundro Institute Conferences
By Ted MarisWolf
College of William & Mary
In early August 2007, three hundred
university teachers from North Amer
ica, Europe, the Caribbean, Latin
America, and Africa, gathered in Ac
cra and Elmina, Ghana, for a confer
ence designed to examine two deci
sions that exerted a profound influence
on the Atlantic world: Great Britain’s
1807 decision to outlaw participation
in the slave trade and the subsequent
action of the United States to discon
tinue importing slaves in 1808. Or
ganized by the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History and Culture in
Williamsburg, Virginia, “The bloody
Writing is for ever torn”: Domestic
and International Consequences of the First Governmental
Efforts to Abolish the Atlantic Slave Trade was one of the larg
est panAfrican scholarly meetings of historians to be held in
Africa in recent years.
The intellectual excitement the proceedings generated raised
critical questions about the writing and dissemination of how
Atlantic history should be approached in the twentyfirst cen
tury. Whose voices will be heard? How will advances in aca
demic scholarship and the debates new research inspires reach
and be made relevant to students across the globe? Can barriers
of language, nationalism, economic deprivation, and political
instability be overcome in ways that will meaningfully trans
form university and secondary education? Is it possible to cre
ate lessons, curricula, and publications that transcend previous
narratives written for particular language groups and national
interests to create a new Atlantic history for a global age?
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With the goal of expanding and deepening the connections
among scholars from subSaharan Africa, Europe, and the
Americas begun at the conference in 2007, The Omohundro
Institute and the International Institute for the Advanced Study
of Cultures, Institutions, and Economic Enterprise in Accra are
hosting a twoweek workshop, “Africa, Europe, and the Ameri
cas, 1500–1700,” in Accra 12–26 July 2009. The workshop is
sponsored by the Omohundro Institute, the Gilder Lehrman
Institute of American History, the Andrew W. Mellon Founda
tion, the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Re
sistance, and Abolition at Yale University, and the Interna
tional Institute for the Advanced Study of Cultures, Institu
tions, and Economic Enterprise.
Professor Irene K. Odotei of the University of Ghana and Pro
fessor Joseph C. Miller of the University of Virginia in the
United States will lead the workshop. Professor Ronald Hoff
man, Director of the Omohundro Institute and Professor Em
manuel Akyeampong of Harvard University and Senior Fellow,
International Institute for the Advanced Study of Cultures, In
stitutions, and Economic Enterprise will also participate.
Professors Odotei and Miller will chair twice daily discussions
of a wide range of current scholarship, based on materials to be
circulated and considered in advance by all workshop partici
pants. The first week will be devoted to readings and discus
sions along two tracks: (1) regional perspectives on the Atlantic
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from Africa, Brazil, the Caribbean, and Europe, and (2) African
regions’ particular histories and cultures. The aim is to acquaint
nonAfricanist Atlanticists with African regional components
of the field, including an emphasis on local sources and issues
unfamiliar to nonspecialists, and to allow Africabased schol
ars to embed their regionally oriented scholarship in broader
Atlantic contexts.
The entire proceedings of the 2007 conference are available on
the Omohundro Institute’s web site at http://oieahc.wm.edu/
conferences/ghana/sessions.html.
In addition, a twodisc DVD set drawn from the 2007 confer
ence is also available and captures the experience of holding a
scholarly meeting on the abolition of the Atlantic slave trade in
locations from which tens of thousands of slaves were shipped
to the Americas and the West Indies. The first disc, The bloody
Writing is for ever torn, illuminates the emotion and contro
versy involved in the memory of the Atlantic slave trade and its
aftermath. The second disc, The Abolition of the Atlantic Slave
Trade: Origins, Effects, and Legacies, is specifically designed
for classroom use and highlights several of the major themes
that emerged from the conference’s papers, commentaries, and
discussions. A Teacher’s Guide setting the material in context
is included. Further details can be found at:
http://oieahc.wm.edu/conferences/ghana/buyvideo.cfm.

The Ghana Studies Council Research Grant Program
At its 2008 annual meeting, the Ghana Studies Council voted to reinstate and expand its
annual research grant program.
The GSC will award two research grants in the amount of $500 each. Graduate students,
faculty, and researchers affiliated with a university department or institute in Ghana are
eligible. Applications must consist of the following:
(1) completed application form (see following page);
(2) research proposal of approximately 500 words; and
(3) a letter of recommendation (for graduate students, this should be from your primary
advisor).
All documents should be emailed as Word documents to ghanastudiescouncil@gmail.com
by 1 September 2009.
Applications will be reviewed by the GSC Research Grants Program Committee and deci
sions will be announced by early November. Recipients will be required to submit a re
search report which will be published in a future issue of the GSC newsletter.
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Ghana Studies Council Research Grant Program
2009 Application Form

Check the appropriate box:

[ ] Graduate Student

[ ] Faculty

Title (check all that apply):

[ ] Mr.

[ ] Ms.

[ ] Mrs.

[ ] Researcher
[ ] Dr.

[ ] Rev.

[ ] Other
Name:
Institution Affiliation:
Address:

Email:
Phone:

Fax:

Highest Degree:

Year:

Institution:
If faculty or researcher, list current position:
If graduate student, list degree program and anticipated graduation:

If graduate student, name and title of advisor:
Please provide name, title, affiliation, and email address of the person submitting a recommendation for you:

Title of proposed research project:

Completed application form, research proposal, and letter of recommendation due 1 September 2009.
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Archaeology Conference in Honor of Merrick Posnansky
By Dennis Laumann
long historical archaeological project in the town of Hani in
the BrongAhafo Region with Ghanaian colleagues and
students.

Merrick Posnansky
(Courtesy of Ken Kelly)

The UCLA James S. Coleman African Studies Center organ
ized a special conference in honor of Merrick Posnansky in
April 2009 as part of its Mellon Seminar in Black Atlantic
Studies.
Dr. Posnansky, Professor Emeritus of History and Anthropol
ogy at UCLA, was Head of the Department of Archaeology at
the University of Ghana from 1967 to 1976. He led a decades

Participants in the conference, entitled “Excavating the
Past: Archaeological Perspectives on Black Atlantic Re
gional Networks, a conference in honor of Merrick Pos
nansky,” featured former students of Posnansky who now
are leading archaeologists in African and African diasporic
studies, including Dr. E. Kofi Agorsah of Portland State
University, who discussed his research on maroon commu
nities in Suriname. Another student mentored by Pos
nansky, Dr. Chris DeCorse of Syracuse University and au
thor of An Archaeology of Elmina: Africans and Europeans
on the Gold Coast (Smithsonian Institution Press, 2001)
delivered the keynote address.
Posnansky closed the conference with remarks reflecting on
his lifetime of work in historical archaeology, highlighting
trends in the field, and offering suggestions for future re
search.
Posnansky’s autobiography, Africa and Archaeology: Em
powering an Expatriate Life, will be published in June 2009
by Radcliffe Press and Palgrave/Macmillan. For informa
tion about the book, visit http://us.macmillan.com/

Agbenyega Adedze and Kofi Argosah
(Courtesy of Ken Kelly)

Posnansky (center) with faculty, staff, and students of the
University of Ghana Department of Archeology in 1975
(Courtesy of Merrick Posnansky)

Chris De Corse
(Courtesy of Ken Kelly)
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SHAME!
An Open Letter to the Museums and Monuments Board of Ghana
Chair’s Note: Selena Axelrod Winsnes, an independent scholar based in Norway and a GSC
member, last year forwarded to our office a copy of the following letter addressed to the
Museums and Monuments Board of Ghana. Dr. Winsnes welcomes reactions to her letter
from other GSC members. Please email your response to me along with your permission to
publish it in the next newsletter: ghanastudiescouncil@gmail.com

On 12th and 13th August, I took two guests, one visiting
Ghana for the first time, to visit probably the two most impor
tant historical sites in Ghana: Elmina and Cape Coast Castles.
Since I myself have lived in Ghana, and visited those places
many times, where I have experienced seriously flawed infor
mation given out by the guides in the past, I had great hopes of
improvement this time. This was far from so.

2. Many of the enslaved, at Elmina, were kept in baracoons
on the beach, and made to work. Many were kept privately in
the premises of the individual traders, until they could be
sold, as soon as possible. The traders, both African and Euro
pean, were certainly canny enough to want to keep their
`trade goods´ in good condition, alive and well – as cheaply
as possible  so as to get a good price for them.

After being guided through both castles, the tourist is left with
the following impressions:

3. The Europeans married, or formed liaisons, with African
women, by mutual consent. The children were educated by
the ministers at schools in the castles. Yes, the European
names were adopted, and continued, because these were
families – even became dynasties. A number of the children
were sent to Europe for education.

1. One section of each castle was designed exclusively to pan
der to the sexual needs/desires of the governors – with a private
staircase leading to their private chambers;
2. The enslaved Africans were brought the long way to the cas
tles to be tortured and left to die a slow, lingering death (`3
months´) in the dungeons;
3. The Europeans continuously `raped´ [the term constantly
repeated] African women in the towns. Children, who resulted
from these `rapes,´ were brought to the castles occasionally to
visit their fathers. The women – victims of `rape´ – always
adopted the family name of their `rapists´, and it continued
through following generations. Then lists of European family
names still extant were read to prove this.
4. And the ultimate image: the enslaved Africans, forced to go
to `The door of no return´ , had to proceed barefoot over bro
ken glass. Those who made it all the way were taken to the
ships; those who failed were returned.
Here  at Ghana's worldrenowned historical sites, with guides
representing the country as they spoke  here is a direct insult
to the intelligence of the listener. I was told that the material is
prepared to cater to Americans!! Some Americans have no
previous knowledge of the history and workings of the castles;
some have studied in advance; some are expert in the field.
But, having taken the long trip, and keenly interested, they cer
tainly deserve better. I am American and have studied this ma
terial extensively. But even without any background knowl
edge, I would accept none of this. Pure logic rejects it.

4. As for those bloodied feetany source will describe the
careful examination of the captives, and the system of reduc
ing the sale price for each and every flaw; at Christiansborg a
missing tooth cut the price by 4 riksdaler out of the total
price of 96. Bloodied feet, indeed!
The transatlantic slave trade was a horrible chapter in world
history, terrible enough in actual fact. It is a travesty to de
mean it with absurdities. It must be the domain of the Muse
ums and Monuments Board to assure that the story is told
properly, and honestly. For many tourists this may be their
only official source of information. There must be constant
control of the what the guides say. Their material should be
prepared by the scholars readily available at the universities
– not, as now, the outpourings of frenzied fantasies.
Selena Axelrod Winsnes, Hon. D. Litt.
swinsnes@c2i.net

How about countering the above?:
1. The private staircase could obviously be used by the servants
to provide meals, handle the laundry, clean the premises of the
governors` quarters, etc., instead of their having to go around
through the public area for each service.

Elmina Castle
(Courtesy of Dennis Laumann)
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Introducing the New Editors of Ghana Studies

Akosua Adomako Ampofo is an Associate Professor at the Institute of African
Studies, and Head of the Centre for Gender Studies and Advocacy (CEGENSA) at the
University of Ghana. She is also an elected member of the University of Ghana Coun
cil. Adomako Ampofo has been a member of Ghana Studies Council since 1995 and
guest edited a special issue of Ghana Studies in 2003. Her current research interests
include race and identity politics, masculinities, and representations of women in popular
music. Her recent publications include: “Phallic Competence: Fatherhood and the Mak
ing of Men in Ghana,” Culture, Societies and Masculinities (forthcoming, with Michael
P.K. Okyerefo and Michael Perverah); “Collective Activism: The Domestic Violence Bill
becoming Law in Ghana,” African and Asian Studies 7 (2008): 395421; “Race, Gender
and Global Love: NonGhanaian Wives, Insiders or Outsiders in Ghana?,” International
Journal of the Family 34 (2) (2008): 187208 (with Akosua Darkwah); and "‘My Cocoa Is
Between My Legs’  Globalization, Social Change And Sex As Work: Ghanaian Women
in Accra, Kumasi And Abidjan," Women's Labor in the Global Economy: Speaking in
Multiple Voices, edited by Sharon Harley (Rutgers University Press, 2007). Adomako
Ampofo has received several grants and awards for her work, and has been a visiting pro
fessor, scholar and guest lecturer at several universities in Africa, Europe and North Amer
ica. In 2004 she was one of 20 women and men selected from outside the US as a Fulbright New Century Scholar where her
own work looked at the ways in which the socialisation of children in Ghana is related to the ways in which they challenge or
reproduce male privilege. Adomako Ampofo is a UNIFEM Gender evaluation specialist and has consulted for several national
and international organisations including the Ghana Statistical Services; Save the Children; UNAIDS; WHO. She is on the
board of several journals and organisations and is currently an Advisory Board Member/Reviewer of the African Humanities
Fellowship Programme (under the auspices of the American Council of Learned Societies).

Stephan F. Miescher is an Associate Professor of History at the University of California,
Santa Barbara. Educated in Switzerland and the US (Ph.D., Northwestern University), he has
taught at Northwestern University, the University of Michigan, Bryn Mawr College, UC Santa
Barbara, and the University of Basel, Switzerland. His research interests include gender, mascu
linities, oral history, colonialism, modernization and modernity in nineteenth and twentieth
century Africa, with a special focus on Ghana, where he has worked and lived for several years
over the last two decades. Miescher is the author of Making Men in Ghana (Indiana University
Press, 2005), and the coeditor of Africa After Gender? (Indiana University Press, 2007) with
Takyiwaa Manuh and Catherine M. Cole, Men and Masculinities in Modern Africa (Heinemann,
2003) with Lisa A. Lindsay, and African Words, African Voices: Critical Practices in Oral His
tory (Indiana University Press 2001) with Luise White and David William Cohen. His work has
been published in several journals, among them Men and Masculinities, Comparativ: Zeitschrift
für Globalgeschichte und vergleichende Gesellschaftsforschung, Ghana Studies, the Journal of
Legal Pluralism and Unofficial Law, and Transactions of the Historical Society of Ghana. Cur
rently, he is writing a history of the Volta River Project and the Akosombo Dam in Ghana. Miescher’s research has been
supported by grants from the American Council of Learned Societies, the American Historical Association, the WennerGren
Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, and the JanggenPöhn Stiftung. Miescher directs, together
with Peter Bloom, the University of California MultiCampus Research Group in African Studies, which is organizing with
Takyiwaa Manuh the “Revisiting Modernization” conference to be held at the Institute of African Studies, University of
Ghana, in July 2009. Miescher serves on the editorial collective of Gender & History and is a member of the African Studies
Organization, American Historical Association, Ghana Studies Council, Schweizerische AfrikaGesellschaft, and Southwest
Oral History Association.
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Ghana Studies
Volume 9, 2006
Contents
Editors’ Note
Lynne Brydon & Takyiwaa Manuh

Wealth and Worth: Pastorship and Neo
Pentecostalism in Kumasi
Karen Lauterbach

The Dutch GoldMining Effort in Ahanta,
18419
Larry W. Yarak

(A)sexualizing Ghanaian Youth?: A Case
Study of Virgin Clubs in Accra and
Kumasi
Akosua K. Darkwah and Alexina Arthur

‘Natives’ and ‘Strangers’ on the Outskirts of
Kumasi
Sara Berry

Transcending Gendered Economics: Grass
roots Women’s Agency in the Informal
Sector of the Ghanaian Economy
Agnes Atia Apusigah

Legitimating a Contested Boundary: Northern
Ghanaian Immigrants and the Historicity of
Land Conflict in Ahyiayem, Brong Ahafo
Isidore Lobnibe

The Making of an African Bolshevik:
Bankole Awonoor Renner in Moscow,
19251928
Holger Weiss

To order Ghana Studies, please email Lisa Bintrim at publications@africa.wisc.edu

Behind the Scenes at the Ghana Studies Council:
Meet Marissa King
Marissa King has been serving as the Administrative Assistant
of the Ghana Studies Council since Dennis Laumann became
Chair last year.
She primarily is responsible for membership administration,
including processing applications and payments, updating our
database, and general correspondence. Additionally, she de
signed and formatted this newsletter.
Ms. King is currently a junior Honors student at The Univer
sity of Memphis. She is an English major with a concentra
tion in professional writing, and she plans to attend law school
after receiving her bachelors degree.
Ms. King’s position has been made possible by generous
funding from The University of Memphis.
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Member Publications and News
Publications
Lloyd G. Adu Amoah
“A Discourse on Public Sector Reform
in Ghana, 19832008, as Postmodern
Symbolic Politics,” Ghana Policy Jour
nal, Vol. 2. (June 2008): 93110.
“Letter from Wuhan,” The African Re
port, No. 11. (JuneJuly 2008): 97.
Veit Arlt
“Changing Constructions of Masculinity
in Ghana” Review of Stephan Miescher.
Making Men in Ghana, Journal of Afri
can History, Vol. 48, No. 1. (2007): 159
161.
Gareth Austin
“Oltre l’eurocentrismo. La storia
economica dell’Africa e l’approccio
comparator,” Passato e presente, nu
mero 73, anno 26, (2008): 6590.
“Global History and Economic History:
A View of the L.S.E. Experience in
Research and Graduate Teaching,”
Global Practice in World History: Ad
vances Worldwide, Ed. Patrick Manning
(Princeton: Markus Weiner, (2008): 99
111.
“Reciprocal comparison and Africa
History: Tackling Conceptual Euro
centrism in the Study of Africa’s Eco
nomic Past,” African Studies Review,
50:3 (Dec. 2007): 128.
“Resources, Techniques, and Strategies
South of the Sahara: Revising the Factor
Endowments Perspective on African
Economic Development, 15002000,”
Economic History Review, Online Publi
cation (Nov. 2007)/ Printed version
(2008).
With Chibuike Uche, “Collusion and
Competition in Colonial Economies:
Banking in British West Africa, 1916
1960,” Business History Review, 81
(Spring 2007): 126.
“Labour and Land in Ghana, 18791939:
A Shifting Ratio and an Institutional
Revolution,” Australian Economic His
tory Review, (special issue on ‘Factor
Prices and the Performance of Less
Industrialized Countries’), 47: 1 (March
2007): 95120.
Sara Berry
“Marginal Gains, Market Values, and
History,” special issue: “Jane Guyer’s

Marginal Gains,” African Studies Review,
50 (2) eds. Peter Geschiere, Mitzi Goheen,
andCharles Piot (2007): 5770.
“Poverty Counts: Living with Poverty and
Poverty Measures,” The Many Dimensions
of Poverty, eds. Nanak Kakuani & Jacques
Silber (PalgraveMacmillan, 2007).

Ghana,” Legon Journal of the Humani
ties, Vol.18, eds. Gordon Adika & Kofi
Ackah (University of Ghana, Faculty of
Arts, 2007).

“Building for the Future: Investment, Land
Reform, and the Contingencies of Owner
ship in Contemporary Ghana,” World De
velopment (forthcoming, 2008).
“’Natives’ and ’Stranger’ on the Outskirts
of Kumasi,” Ghana Studies vol. 9 (2006).
Esther de Bruijn
“Coming to Terms with New Ageist Con
tamination: Cosmopolitanism in Ben Okri’s
The Famished Road.’” Research in African
Literatures, 38.4 (2007): 170186.
“’What’s Love’ in an Interconnected
World? Ghanaian Market Literature for
Youth Responds,” The Journal of Common
wealth Literature, 43 (2008): 324.

Jon Kraus
Trade Unions and the Coming of Democ
racy in Africa. ed. Jon Kraus (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2007).
Carola Lentz
Gandah, S. W. D. K. The Silent Rebel:
The Missing Years, Life in the Tamale
Middle School (194047), ed. Carola
Lentz (Institute of African Studies, Uni
versity of Ghana, Research Review Sup
plement 18, 2008).
“Colonial Traditions and Inventions.”
New Encyclopedia of Africa. eds. John
Middleton and Joseph C. Miller (Detroit:
Thomson Gale, 2008): 1: 4657.

John Collins
Fela: Kalakuta Notes (KIT Publishers,
2009)
“The Evolution of West African Popular
Entertainment,” New Encyclopedia of Af
rica, eds. J. Middleton, J. Taylor, & K.
Wachsberger (Charles Scribner and Sons
Reference Books, 2007)
High On Life (on Ghana’s 50th independ
ence anniversary), Issue 44. ed. Simon
Broughton, Songlines, London, (June 2007):
2832.
“Nkrumah and Highlife,” New Legon Ob
server, Vol. 2, No. 7. (Ghana Society for
Development Dialogue Publication) (24
April 2008): 57.
“The PanAfrican Goombay DrumDance:
Its Ramifications and Development in

“Ethnicity: Overview.” New Encyclope
dia of Africa. eds. John Middleton and
Joseph C. Miller (Detroit: Thomson Gale,
2008): 2: 3139.
“Ghana at 50—Celebrating the Na
tion,” (with Ian Budnick), Africa Spec
trum, 42 (3) (2007): 53141.
“Ghana at 50– Celebrating the Nation:
An Eyewitness Account from Ac
cra,” (with Jan Budnick), Working Papers
of the Department of Anthropology and
African Studies of the Johannes Guten
berg University Mainz, (2007): 83.
“Oral Traditions: Written Histories and
the Politics of Anthropology,” eds. Bier
schenk, Thomas et al., Une anthropologie
entre rigueur et engagements. Essais
autour de l’oeuvre de JeanPierre Olivier
de Sardan (Paris: Karthala, 2007): 475
93.
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Series (Deventer, The Netherlands: Klu
wer Law and Taxation Publisher, 2008).

Isidore Lobnibe
“Walking for Land, Drinking Palm
Wine: Migrant Farmers and the His
toricity of land Conflict in Brong Ahafo,
Ghana,” TransAtlantic Migration: The
Paradoxes of Exile, eds. Toyin Falola
and Niyi Afolabi (Routledge, 2008).
“Between Aspirations and Realities:
Northern Ghanaian Migrant Women and
the Dilemma of Household Re
Production in Southern Ghana,” Africa
Today, Vol. 55:2 (2009).
“Of Jong Migrants and Jongsecans:
Understanding Contemporary Rural–
outmigration from Northwest Ghana,”
Journal of Dagaare Studies (2008).
Legitimating a Contested Boundary:
Northern Ghanaian Migrants and the
Historicity of Land Conflict in Ahy
iayem, Brong Ahafo (to appear in 2008,
Ghana Studies) .
Christian Lund
Local Politics and the Dynamics of
Property in Africa (Cambridge/New
York: Cambridge University Press,
2008).

Carina Ray
“Social History and the Engendering of
African History,” Power and Nationalism
in Modern Africa: Essays in Honor of
Don Ohadike, eds. Toyin Falola and
Salah Hassan (Carolina Academic Press,
2008).
Wyatt MacGaffey
“A history of Tamale, 19071957 and be
yond,” Transactions of the Historical Soci
ety of Ghana, New Series, No.10 (2006
2007): 109124.
Courtnay Micots
“Of Cloth and Culture,” Exhibition Review,
African Arts 41 (4 Winter 2008): 8284.
“Global Africa: Through the Lens of Visual
Culture,” (with Eugenia S. Martinez,
Mackenzie Moon and Amy Schwartzott),
African Arts 41 (1 Spring 2008), 811.
Kwamina Panford
Ghana’s Industrial Relations and Labor
Laws, Labor Law and Industrial Relations

Darfur and the Crisis of Governance in
Sudan: A Critical Reader (coedited with
Salah Hassan) (Cornell University Press
and the Prince Claus Fund, 2009).
“Lest We Forget,” New African Monthly
Column.
Rebecca Shumway
“Abolition of the Slave Trade: Repercus
sions in Africa,” Islas: Official Publica
tion of the Afro– Cuban Alliance, Inc. No.
8. (2007): 3538.
Selected Contributions to the Encyclope
dia of the Middle Passage, eds. Toyin
F al ola and Ama nda Warn ock
(Greenwood Press, 2007).

News
Veit Arlt
Coordinator of the Centre for African
Studies, Basel.

Jan. 2008– local remixed release of Jigga
Mofi’s and the Big Beats CD ‘No Condition
is Permanent,’ originally recorded by John
Collins Bokoor Recording Studio in 1992.
Lecturer in the Department of History,
Roger
Gocking
University of Basel.
Submitted
“Whom Do Men Say That I Look
Nina Chachu
Like? Representing Christ and Christian Per
Left British Council Ghana in December
sona in Ghana” to Visual Anthropology in
2007. Now works as Head Librarian at
early 2009.
the Ashesi University College.
Working on project relating to murder and
John Collins
punishment in the Colonial Gold Coast.
Curator of the African Image Alliance,
Jon Kraus
organized the ‘Ghana 50 Music and
Fall 2008– Teaching graduate course on
Heritage Exhibition.’
“Democracy & Development in Ghana” in
January 2008—Became Ghanaian citi
the School of Advanced International Stud
zen
ies, John Hopkins University.
Early 2008– judge for Net 2 TV’s series Carola Lentz
of classic highlife competitions of youth
Appointed fellow at the W.E.B. Du Bois
bands.
Institute for African and African American
Set up website for BAPMAF for supply
Research, Harvard University
ing my written material for easy access:
Awarded a Fulbright Senior Scholars visiting
www.bapmafafricanmusicinfo.page.tl.
fellowship.
Wrote the sleeve notes on Nigerian
Isidore Lobnibe
popular music for the “Lagos 70” com
Coorganizer (with Carola Lentz) of “Ghana
pilation CD released by Strut Records in
@ 50: Celebrating the Nation” panels at the
London in early 2008.

ASA in Chicago in 2008.
Courtnay Micots
Awarded First Graduate Student Prize for
“Did Jesus Build the Posuban?: The Ef
fects of Colonialism and Christianity on
Fnate Shrines” at the Southeastern Re
gional Seminar in African Studies, Mid
dle Tennessee State University in March
2008.
Carina Ray
Joined the History Department at Ford
ham University, teaching African and
Black Atlantic History, 2007.
Awarded postdoctoral fellowship at
Princeton University, 20092010
Rebecca Shumway
New Course Development Grant, African
Studies Program, University of Pittsburg,
2008.
Third Term Research Stipend, Faculty
Grants Committee, University of Pitts
burg, 2007.
Selena Axelrod Winsnes
Awarded an honorary Litt. D. by Univer
sity of Ghana, Legon.
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2008 Membership Directory
CANADA
AnneMarie Bourgeois
Institution Affiliation: York University
Address: 259 Kippens Rd. Kippens, NL
A2N 1B8, Canada
Phone: (416) 9091454
Email: ambourg@yorku.ca
Discipline: Development Studies
Research Interests: disability, sport, devel
opment, popular culture, and women's repre
sentations
Ester De Bruijn
Title: Ms.
Institution Affiliation: University of To
ronto
Address: 1412 Palmerston Blvd Toronto,
Ontario, Canada mbG 2N8
Phone: (416) 9062067
Email: debruijn.esther@gmail.com
Discipline: English
Research Interests: Ghanaian popular cul
ture and fiction, youth literature, postcolonial
and postmodern studies
CHINA
Lloyd G. Adu Amoah
Title: Ph. D Candidate
Institution Affiliation: Wuhan University
Address: Department of Political Science
and Public Management Wuhan University,
Wuchang 430072, Hubei, China
Phone: 8615971469173/ +00862787661761
Email: lgaamoah@gmail.com;
lloyd_amoah@yahoo.com
Discipline: Public Management, Policy
Analysis
Research Interest: public policy theories, e
government and governance, public sector
reform, postmodernism, China and South
East Asian affairs, sustainable development,
ChinaAfrica relations
DENMARK
Karen Lauterbach
Title: Ph. D. Candidate
Institution Affiliation: Roskilde University
Address: Graduate School for International
Development Studies, Building 08 2. P.O.
Box 260, DK 4000 Roskilde, Denmark
Phone: 45 25487385
Email: karenl@ruc.dk
Discipline: International Development Stud
ies
Research Interests: religion and politics,
Pentecostal churches and pastorship, Asante,
Kumasi

Christian Lund
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Roskilde University
Address: P.O. Box 260, DK4000 Roskilde,
Denmark
Phone: 4546742526 Email: clund@ruc.dk
Website: http://www.christian_lund.dk
Research Interests: land tenure, local politics
FRANCE
Anne Hugon
Title: Ph. D
Institution Affiliation: Université Paris 1 Pan
thèonSorbonne
Address: Cemaf, Centre Malher Université,
Paris 1, 9 rue Malher 75004 Paris, France
Phone: (00)33148009399 Fax: 33147707386
Email: anhugon@hotmail.com
Website: http://www.cemaf.cnrs.fr
Discipline: History/modern
Research Interests: Gold Coast 19th/20th centu
ries, colonization, cultural contacts, women's/
gender history, history of biomedicine and medi
cal services
GERMANY
Adam Jones
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Universitüt Leipzig
Address: Pf. 100920, Institut für Afrikanistik, D
04009 Leipzig
Phone: (0) 3419737035 Fax: (0) 3419737048
Email: jones@unileipzig.de
Discipline: history and culture
Carola Lentz
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Mainz
Address: Department of Anthropology and Afri
can Studies, Johannes Gutenberg University,
Mainz, Forum 6, D 55099 Mainz
Phone: 00496131392 0124
Email: lentz@unimainz.de
Discipline: Anthropology
Research Interests: ethnicity, elites, land rights,
chieftaincy, colonial history, and cultural politics
GHANA
Nana Akua Anyidoho
Title: Dr.
Institution Affiliation: University of Ghana
Address: Institute of Statistical, Social & Eco
nomic Research (ISSER), P.O. Box LG 201,
Legon, Ghana
Phone:233 27 711 5711 Fax: 233 21 512504
Email: anyidoho@ug.edu.g

Discipline: Social Policy
Research Interests: work & employment,
cognitive approaches to the policy process
Kofi Baku
Title: Ph. D
Institution Affiliation: University of Ghana
Address: Dept. of History, University of
Ghana, P.O. Box 12, Legon, Ghana
Phone: 233 24 609849
Email: dekbaku@ug.edu.gh
Discipline: History
Research Interests: chieftaincy and tradi
tional leadership, industrial relations, conflict
and conflict resolution, tradition and moder
nity
Nina Chachu
Title: Mrs.
Institution Affiliation: Ashesi University
College
Address: PMB CT3, Cantonments, Accra,
Ghana
Phone: 233 21 777902/ 233 24 477 8229
Fax:233 21 784768
Email: nchachu@ashesi.edu.gh;
nina_chachu@yahoo.com
Discipline: Library and information sciences
Research Interests: African studies generally,
especially related to Ghana
John Collins
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Ghana/
BAPMAF Music Archives NGO Accra
Address: Music Dept., Univ. of Ghana, Le
gon, Ghana; BAPMAF, P.O. Box 391, Achi
mota Accra, Ghana
Phone: 233(0)243239488/233(0)21421964
Email: jcollins@ug.edu.gh
Website:
http://bapmafafricanmusicinfo.page.tl
Discipline: Musicology
Research Interests: Ghanaian/
African popular music and culture
Akosua Keseboa Darkwah
Title: Lecturer
Institution Affiliation: University of Ghana
Address: Dept. of Sociology, P.O. Box LG
65, Legon, Ghana
Phone: 233208141466 Fax: 23321500312
Email: keseboa@ug.edu.gh
Discipline: Sociology
Research Interests: changing conceptions of
mothering in the Ghanaian context, labor dy
namics
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Wilhelmina J. Donkoh
Title: Dr.
Institution Affiliation: Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science & Technology
Address: Dept. of History & Political Studies,
KNUST, Kumasi, Ghana
Phone: 233 808 5424
Email: wjdonkoh@knust.edu.gh
Discipline: History
Research Interests: economic and social/
cultural history, Asante, & children's literature
Theophilus Walter H.K. Hiametu
Title: Mr.
Institution Affiliation: Ashesi University
College
Address: PMB CT3, Cantonment, Accra,
Ghana
Phone: 233 24 4633422 Fax: 233 21 784768
Email: thiametu@yahoo.com
Website: http://www.ashesi.edu.gh
Research Interests: humanity, African stud
ies, climate
Takyiwaa Manuh
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Ghana
Address: IAS, BOX LG 73, Legon, Ghana
Phone: 23321500512/513390
Fax: 23321500512
Email: tmanuh@ug.edu.gh; takyi
waa@gmail.com
Discipline: Law, Anthropology, Gender Stud
ies
Research Interests: women's and gender
issues in Ghana and Africa, higher education,
contemporary African migrations
Francis K. E. Nunoo
Title: Dr.
Institution Affiliation: University of Ghana,
Legon
Address: Dept. of Oceanography & Fisheries,
Univ. of Ghana, P.O. Box LG 99, Legon
Phone: 233208474852 Fax: 23321502701
Email: fkenunoo@ug.edu.gh
Research Interests: marine science, fisheries
science, coastal zone management
Boakye Philip
Title: Mr.
Institution Affiliation: Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science & Technology
Address: P.O. Box 58 Dadease Agric, Senior
High School, Effiduase– Ashanti
Phone: 0246497301
Email: boakyephilip@ymail.com

Discipline: Geography and Rural Develop
ment
Research Interests: spatial analysis of health
care, disease, and death
Mansah Prah
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Cape
Coast
Address: P.O Box UC 89, Cape Coast
Phone: 04237722 Fax: 04234072
Email: m2prah@yahoo.com;
mprah@ucc.edu.gh
Discipline: Sociology
Research Interests: gender, popular culture,
and education
THE NETHERLANDS
Michel R. Doortmont
Title: Dr.
Institution Affiliation: University of Gronin
gan
Address: Holtstek 4, g713 DC Groningan,
Netherlands
Phone: 31 50 313 6848
Email: M.R.Doortmont@RUG.nl
Discipline: History, International Relations
Research Interests: history of Ghana, cultural
heritage, DutchGhanaian relations
Ineke van Kessel
Title: Researcher
Institution Affiliation: African Studies Cen
tre
Address: P.O. Box 9555, 2300 Rb Leiden,
Netherlands
Email: kessel@ascleiden.nl
Website: http://www.ascleiden.nl
Discipline: History
Research Interests: South Africa
(contemporary politics, social movements and
mass media), Ghana (history, DutchGhanaian
relations, African soldiers in colonial armies)
NORWAY
Selena Axelrod Winsnes
Institution Affiliation: Independent
Address: Peder Jolsensvei, SA, N2005
Raleingen, Norway
Phone: 4763830253 Fax: 4763831049
Email: swinsnes@c2i.net
Discipline: History/ Ethnography
Research Interests: Danish primary sources
for Gold Coast history/ slave trade

SOUTH AFRICA
Natalie Swanepoel
Title: Ph. D
Institution Affiliation: University of South
Africa (UNISA)
Address: P.O. Box 13829, Hatfield 0028,
South Africa
Phone: 27845926142 Fax: 27124296091
Email: swanpoel.natalie@gmail.com
Discipline: Archaeology
Research Interests: Northern Ghana, nine
teenth century, Sisaland, impact of slave trade,
impact of colonialism
SWITZERLAND
Veit Arlt
Title: Ph. D.
Institution Affiliation: Centre for African
Studies Basel
Address: Centre for African Studies Basel,
Steinengraben 5, CH4051 Basel, Switzerland
Phone: 41 (0) 612673482
Email: veit.arlt@unibas.ch
Website: http://www.unibaszasb.ch
Discipline: History
Research Interests: mission, culture, popular
music, photography, cartography
Serena Owusu Dankwa
Title: M.A.
Institution Affiliation: University of Bern
Address: Oetlingerstr, 72, CH4057 Basel,
Switzerland
Phone: 41616817519
Email: serena@SAOAS.org
Website: http://www.gendercampus.ch
Discipline: Social Anthropology/ History
Research Interests: same sex relations,
women's associations, gender, African femi
nisms, popular culture, music, postcolonial
(theory) perspectives
Erika Eichholzer
Title: M.A.
Institution Affiliation: Zurich University of
Applied Sciences (ZHAW)
Address: ISBB, Theater str. 15c, 8400 Winter
thur, Switzerland
Phone: 41589246085
Fax: 41589356085
Email: eice@zhaw.ch
Discipline: Africanistics
Research Interests: Akan languages and lin
guistics, lexicography in African languages,
missionary linguistics in West Africa, African
migration to Europe
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UNITED KINGDOM
Gareth Austin
Title: Ph. D.
Institution Affiliation: London School of
Economics & Political Science
Address: Department of Economic History,
London School of Economics & Political
Science, Houghton St. London WC2AE,
United Kingdom
Email: g.m.austin@lse.ac.uk
Website: http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/
econmicHistory/whosWho/profiles/
g.m.austin@lse.ac.uk.htm
Discipline: Economic History
Research Interests: economic history/
political economy of Ghana (especially his
tory of markets and indigenous rural capital
ism), study of the heights of African recruits
to the Gold Coast regiment with Alexander
Moradi and Jörg Baten
Julie Lenkins
Title: Ph D. Candidate
Institution Affiliation: University of Sussex,
UK
Address: 4333 West, 300 South New
Palestine, IN 46163
Phone: (317) 8615285
Email: j.jenkins@sussex.ac.uk
Discipline: Anthropology
Research Interests: West Africa (Ghana),
the anthropology of religion, the anthropol
ogy of development, gender relations, con
temporary forms of slavery
Paul Nugent
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Centre of African
Studies, University of Edinburgh
Address: Chrystal MacMillan Building; 15
A George Square; Edinburgh EH8 9LD,
United Kingdom
Phone: 01316503878
Email: paul.nugent@ed.ac.uk
Website: http://www.cas.ed.ac.uk
Discipline: History, Politics
Research Interests: African borderlands,
Ghana politics
Kate Skinner
Title: Dr.
Institution Affiliation: University of Bir
mingham
Address: Centre of West African Studies,
University of Birmingham, B15 2TT, UK
Phone: 00 44 7947 277911
Email: k.a.skinner.1@bham.ac.uk
Discipline: History

Research Interests: GhanaTogo border, edu
cation (incl. adult literacy), nationalist politics
Johanna Svanikier
Title: Mrs.
Institution Affiliation: University of Oxford
Address: 104B Cumnor Hill, Oxford, OX 2 9
HY, U.K.
Phone: 44 77 68 11 4572
Email: jsvanikier@hotmail.com
Discipline: Politics
Research Interests: democracy, political elites,
Ghana, Africa
UNITED STATES
Edmund Abaka
Title Dr.
Institution Affiliation: University of Miami
Address: Dept. of History, University of Mi
ami, 613 Ashe Building, Coral Gabits, Fl 33124
4662
Phone: (305) 2843702 Fax: (305) 2843558
Email: e.abaka@miami.edu
Discipline: Africa and African Diaspora His
tory
Research Interests: West African economic
and social history, slavery and emancipation,
African diaspora
OseiMensah Aborampah
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Wiscon
sin Milwaukee
Address: Department of Africology; P.O. Box
413 Milwaukee, WI 53201
Phone: (414) 229 4155 Fax: (414) 229 4607
Email: mensah@uwm.edu
Discipline: Sociology/ African Studies
Research Interests: comparative studies of
African, AfricanAmerican, and Afro
Caribbean family and development processes
Kwame AgyenimBoateng
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: West Virginia
Wesleyan
Address: Dept. of Political Science, P.O. Box
81, Buckhannon, WV 26201
Phone: (304) 4738434 Fax: (304) 472 2571
Email: boateng@wvwc.edu
Discipline: Political Science and International
Relations
Research Interests: conflict and conflict man
agement and resolution, African governance,
international organizations

Jeffery S. Ahlman
Title: Ph. D. Candidate
Institution Affiliation: University of Illinois,
UrbanaChampaign
Address: 810 S. Wright Street, 309 Gregory
Hall, Urbana, Illinois
Phone: (402) 4639738
Email: jahlman2@uiuc.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: nationalism, nation
building, decolonization, panAfricanism Con
vention People’s Party
Emmanuel Akyeampong
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Harvard University
Address: History Department, Cais South
Building 4th floor, 1730 Cambridge St., Cam
bridge, MA 02138
Phone: (617) 4963684 Fax: (617) 4960621
Email: akyeamp@fas.harvard.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: social history, compara
tive slavery, African diaspora, environment,
measles and medicine
Jean Allman
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Washington Univer
sity
Address: Dept. of History, Box 1062, St.
Louis, MO 63130
Phone: (314) 6211321
Email: jallman@wustl.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: gender, colonialism,
nation
Lisa Aubrey
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: Arizona State Univer
sity
Address: African/ African American Studies
Political Science, 1537 East Harrison St.
Chandler, AZ 85225
Email: cadaghana@yahoo.com
Discipline: Political Science
Research Interests: diaspora, democratiza
tion, development, gender, political economy
Ebenezer Ayesu
Title: Mr.
Institution Affiliation: Indiana University
(Bloomington) Address: 2200 Lingelbach
Lane, Apt. 1304, Bloomington, IN 47408
Phone: (812) 8572938
Email: eayesu@indiana.edu
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Discipline: History
Research Interests: traditional institutions,
Africa and the diaspora, oral histories
Eric O. Bekoe
Institution Affiliation: Fordham University
Address: 9005 161 Street, Apt 2B; Jamaica,
NY 11432
Phone: (917) 7418615 Fax: (347)5616306
Email: ericobek@yahoo.com ; Be
koe@fordham.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: postcolonial Africa,
Africa and the Cold War
Kwasi Bempong
Title: Mr.
Institution Affiliation: Jstor
Address: 223 Hawthorne Ave. 2B, Newark,
NJ 07112
Phone: (917) 5184969
Email: nconsolable@yahoo.com
Discipline: Anthropology
Research Interests: religious/spiritual belief
and practice (Akan)
Sara Berry
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Johns Hopkins Uni
versity
Address: 3400 N. Charles St., Baltimore,
MD 21218
Phone: (410) 5167577 Fax: (410) 5167586
Email: sberry@jhu.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: social and economic
history, political economy
Angela Bratton
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: Augusta State Uni
versity
Address: Dept. of History, Anthropology,
Philosophy; 2500 Walton Way, Augusta, GA
30909
Phone: (709) 7292286 Fax: (706) 7292177
Email: abratton@aug.edu
Website: http://www.aug.edu/history_and
_anthropology/bratton.htm
Discipline: Anthropology
Research Interests: gender, sexuality, repro
duction, education, socialization, identity/
representation, adolescence, Africa, feminist
ethnography

Gracia Clark
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: Indiana University
(Bloomington)
Address: Anthropology, 130 Student Building,
Indiana Univ., Bloomington, IN 47405
Phone: (317) 5088680
Email: gclark@indiana.edu
Discipline: Anthropology
Research Interests: traders, women, Kumasi,
Asante, economic history, and life history
Cati Coe
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: Rutgers University
Address: 405407 Cooper Street, Camden NJ
081021521
Phone: (856) 2256455
Email: ccoe@camden.rutgers.edu
Website: http://crab.rutgers.edu/~ccoe
Discipline: Anthropology and Folklore
Research Interests: education, transnational
migration, family life, children
Patricia Crane Coronel
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: Colorado State Univer
sity
Address: Dept. of Art, CSU, Fort Collins, CO.
80523
Phone: (970) 4915495
Email:patricia.coronel@colostate.edu
Discipline: African Art
Research Interests: Akan  Ghana and Côte
D'Ivoire
Mary Dillard
Title: Ph. D.
Institution Affiliation: Sarah Lawrence College
Address: One Mead Way, Bronxville, NY
10708
Phone: (914) 3952312
Email: mdillard@sLc.edu
Website: http://pages.sLc.edu/~mdillard
Discipline: African history
Research Interests: education, gender, and
globalization
Roger Gocking
Title: Emeritus Professor
Institution Affiliation: Mercy College
Address: 8 David’s Lane, Ossining, NY 10562
Phone: (914) 373 4911
Email: gocking@optonline.net
Discipline: History
Research Interests: colonial and postcolonial

history, law, political and social institutions,
hydroelectric dams
Sandra E. Greene
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Cornell University
Address: 450 McGraw Hall, Dept. of History,
Zthaca, NY 14853
Phone: (607) 2554124 Fax: (607) 2550469
Email: seg6@cornell.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: social and cultural history
David Groff
Title: Associate Vice President for Academic
Affairs
Institution Affiliation: Linfield College
Portland Campus
Address: 4205 SE Ramona, Portland, OR
97210
Phone: (503) 4137189 Fax: (503) 4136846
Email: dgroff@linfield.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: history of cocoa produc
tion, social history of Côte d'Ivoine and Ghana
Sean Hanretta
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: Stanford University
Address: 29 Pearce Mitchell Pl., Stanford, CA
94305
Phone: (650) 3261930
Email: hanretta@stanford.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: Islam, history of religions
David Henige
Title: Librarian
Institution Affiliation: University of Wiscon
sin
Address: 728 State Street, Madison WI 53706
Phone: (608) 2626397 Fax: (608) 2652754
Email:dhenige@library.wisc.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: historiography, geneal
ogy, oral tradition, historical demography
Daniel P. Hopkins
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Missouri
 Kansas City
Address: 5916 McGre St.; Kansas City, MO
64113
Phone: (816) 8220274
Email: hopkinsd@umkc.edu
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Discipline: Geography
Research Interests: colonialism in Ghana
Naana Banyiwa Horne
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: Santa Fe College
Address: 3000 NW 83rd Street, Gainesville,
FL 32606
Phone: (352) 3955468
Email: naana.horne@sfcc.edu
Discipline: African Literature
Research Interests: gender, literature, Ghana
ian literature
Alice JonesNelson
Title: Ph. D Candidate
Institution Affiliation: University of Illinois
at UrbanaChampaign
Address: Dept. of History, 309 Gregory Hall,
810 S. Wright St., Urbana, Il 61801
Phone: (217) 3331155
Email: jonesnel@illinois.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: aging, national memory
Ray Kea
Title: Professor of History
Institution Affiliation: University of Califor
nia
Address: Department of History, University
of California, Riverside, CA 925210204
Phone: (951) 8271978 Fax: (951) 8275299
Email: ray.kea@ucr.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: West Africa, early mod
ern Atlantic world
Jon P. Kirby
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Washington Theologi
cal Union
Address: 6896 Laurel St. NW Washington
D.C. 200122016
Phone: (202) 7268800
Email: zanyeya@gmail.com
Discipline: Sociology, Anthropology, Global
Christianity
Kwasi Konadu
Title: Assistant Professor of History
Institution Affiliation: City University of
New York
Address: 658 East 78th St., Brooklyn, NY
11236
Phone: (212) 2201371 Fax: (212) 2201508
Email: kwasini@yahoo.com

Discipline: African Studies/ History
Research Interests: West Africa, African dias
poric history, Akan history and culture
Kwaku Larbi Korang
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: Ohio State University
Address: 3347 Shattuck Ave. Columbus, OH
43221
Phone: (614) 2920379
Email: korang.1@osu.edu
Discipline: African/African American Studies
Research Interests: African literature, nation
alism, cultural modernity, panAfricanism, post
colonial studies
Jon Kraus
Title: Professor Emeritus
Institution Affiliation: SUNYFredonia Uni
versity
Address: 790 President St. apt. 1R; Brooklyn,
NY 11215
Phone: (718) 6360250; (718) 6720250
Email:jon.kraus@fredonia.edu
Discipline: Political Science
Research Interests: political economy of de
velopment, trade unions, capital and state, de
mocratization
Dennis Laumann
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: The University of
Memphis
Address: Department of History, The Univer
sity of Memphis, Memphis TN 381523450
Phone: 9016783392 Fax: 9016782720
Email: dlaumann@memphis.edu
Website: https://umdrive.memphis.edu/
dlaumann/public/home.html
Discipline: History
Research Interests: colonialism, oral history,
German Togoland, Ewe/Volta Region, Cuba,
Marxism
Nancy Lawler
Title: Dr.
Institution Affiliation: Oakton Community
College
Address: CefnyBryn, Cribyn, Ceredigion
SA48 7QH, Wales, Great Britain
Phone: (44) 1570471084
Email: lawlwilk@saqnet.co.uk
Discipline: History
Research Interests: colonial era, World War 2

Benjamin N. Lawrance
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Califor
nia Davis
Address: Dept of History, University of Cali
fornia Davis; 1 Shields Ave.; Davis, CA
95616
Phone: (530) 7525301
Email: bnl@ucdavis.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: Togo, Ghana, Benin,
Ewe, slavery
Nicole Lefore
Title: Graduate Student
Institution Affiliation: University of Virginia
Address: 54595 Hwy 332, MiltonFreewater,
OR 97862
Phone: (509) 5404000
Email: nlefore@virginia.edu
Discipline: Politics
Research Interests: land, security, violence
and crime, political party institutions
Isidore Lobnibe
Title: Assistant Professor of Anthropology
Institution Affiliation: Western Oregon Uni
versity
Address: 345 N. Monmouth Ave; Monmouth,
OR 97361
Phone: (503) 8388288 Fax: (503) 8388635
Email: lobnibei@wou.edu ; lob
nibe@yahoo.com
Website: http://www.wou.edu/~lobnibi/
Discipline: Anthropology
Research Interests: social organization, labor
migration, prison ethnography, historiography
history of anthropology
Wyatt MacGaffey
Institution Affiliation: Haverford College
Address: 2454 Glenmary Avenue #9, Louis
ville, KY 40204
Phone: (502) 4787670
Email: wmacgaff@haverford.edu
Discipline: Anthropology
D. Soyini Madison
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Northwestern Univer
sity
Address: Dept. of Performance Studies, 1920
Campus Dr. Evanston, IL 60208
Phone: (773) 2413386 Fax: (847) 4914292
Email: dsmadison@northwestern.edu
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Discipline: Performance Studies & Anthro
pology
Research Interests: performance studies and
literature
Donna Maier
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of North
ern Iowa
Address: Dept. of History, Cedar Falls, IA
50614
Phone: (319) 2732338
Email: donna.maier@uni.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: Ghana
Courtnay Micots
Title: Ph. D Candidate
Institution Affiliation: University of Florida
Address: 4120 NW 16th Drive, Gainesville,
FL 32605
Phone: (863)9447809
Email: micots@ufl.edu
Discipline: African Art History
Research Interests: Fante arts and architec
ture, African urbanization, African popular
culture, globalization
Stephen F. Miescher
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Cali
fornia, Santa Barbara
Address: Dept. of History, Univ. of Califor
nia, Santa Barbara, CA 931069410
Phone: (805) 8937676
Email: miescher@history.ucsb.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: gender, masculinities,
modernity, 19th20th century Ghana
Kwaku Nti
Title: Mr./ Ph. D. Candidate
Institution Affiliation: Michigan State Uni
versity
Address: 2410 W. Willow St. C202; Lans
ing, MI 48917
Phone: (517)3745542
Email: ntikwaku@msu.edu;
kooonti@yahoo.co.uk
Discipline: African American and African
Studies (African History Cognate)
Research Interests: indigenous political
orgs and colonial defiance, conflict in colo
nial urban Cape Coast, history of health and
sanitation in Cape Coast, urban history of
Cape Coast, African American experience in
Cape Coast

Vincent Odamtten
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Hamilton College
Address: 198 College Hill Road; Clinton, NY
13323
Phone: (315) 8594210 Fax: (315) 8594390
Email: vodamtte@hamilton.edu
Discipline: Literature
Research Interests: Ghanaian women writers,
African and diaspora writers, and Akan culture
Kwaku OforiAnsa
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: Howard University
Address: 11105 Old York Rd. Bowie, MD
20721
Phone: (301) 2181855
Email: oansa@aol.com
Website: http://sankofaghana.com
Discipline: Art History
Research Interests: visual culture
Akwasi Osei
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Delaware State Univer
sity
Address: Dept. of History, Political Science, and
Philosophy, Dover, DE 19904
Phone: (302) 8576622 Fax: (302) 8576623
Email: a_osie@desu.edu
Discipline: Political Science/IR
Brempong OseiTutu
Title: Ph. D
Institution Affiliation: Syracuse University
Address: Dept. of Anthropology, 315 Allen St.
Syracuse, NY 13210
Phone: (315) 2992592
Email: boseitut@syr.edu
Discipline: Anthropology
Research Interests: cultural commodification,
memorials, and the African diaspora
Abena Dove OsseoAsare
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of California
Berkeley
Address: Dept. of History; 3229 Dwinelle Hall,
Berkeley CA 947202550
Phone: (510) 6427043 Fax: (510) 6435323
Email: osseo@berekley.edu
Website: http://osseo.berkeley.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: history of science and medi
cine, environmental and heath policy

David OwusuAnsah
Title: Professor of History
Institution Affiliation: James Madison Uni
versity
Address: MSC 2001, History Dept. Jackson
Hall, Harrisonburg, VA 22807
Phone: (540) 5686743 Fax: (540) 5686556
Email: owusuadx@jmu.edu
Discipline: Islamic Africa, History
Research Interests: Islamic education, reli
gious conversion, interfaith tolerance
Nathan Plageman
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: Wake Forest Univer
sity
Address: P.O. Box 7806, WinstonSalem, NC
27109
Phone: (336) 7584318
Email: plagemna@wfu.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: gender, popular culture,
urban communities
Carina Ray
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: Fordham University
Address: Dealy Hall, 441 E. Fordham Rd.
Bronx, NY 10458
Phone: (718) 8170581
Email: caray@fordham.edu
Website: http://www.africasia.com/services/
opinions/ray.php
Discipline: History
Research Interests: African social and politi
cal history, racial and sexual politics of colo
nial rule, migration, and African diaspora

Naaborko Sackeyfio
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: Dartmouth College
Address: 6107 Carson Hall, Dept. of History,
Hanover, NH 03755
Phone: (603) 6462365 Fax: (603) 6463353
Email: Naaborko.Sackeyfio@Dartmouth.edu
Website: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~history/
Discipline: History
Research Interests: West Africa, Ghana,
social and political history in Africa, African
diaspora
Abdulai Salifu
Title: Mr.
Institution Affiliation: Indiana University/
Tamale Polytechnic, Box #, E/R Tamale,
Ghana

GSC Newsletter, Issue 21 (2008)

25

2008 Membership Directory
Address: 2200 E. Linglebach Lane, Redbud Apt.
1304, Bloomington, IN 47408
Phone: (812) 8572938
Email: abdulais@gmail.com
Discipline: Folklore and Linguistics
Research Interests: oral/verbal art, oral per
formance studies
Steven J. Salm
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: Xavier University
Louisiana
Address: Dept. of History; 1 Drexel Dr.; New
Orleans, LA 70125
Phone: (504) 5205272 Fax: (504) 5207938
Email: sjsalm@xula.edu
Discipline: History
Research Interests: urban history, nationalism,
decolonization, youth history and culture, popu
lar culture, Atlantic identities
Roger Sanjek
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: Queens College–CUNY
Address: 320 Riverside Dr. #3G, NY 10025
4115
Phone: (212) 8658134
Email: rsanjek@earthlink.net
Discipline: Anthropology
Rebecca Shumway
Title: Assistant Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Pittsburgh
Address: 3702 Posvar Hall; Pittsburgh, PA
15260
Phone: (412) 4867476 Fax: (412) 6489074
Email: shumway@pitt.edu
Discipline: History/ African Studies
Research Interests: Fante history, Anomabo
history, TansAtlantic slave trade
Raymond Silverman
Title: Professor
Institution Affiliation: University of Michigan
Address: 120B Tappar Hall; 519 South State
Street; Ann Arbor, MI 481091357
Phone: (734) 9366401
Email: silveray@umich.edu
Discipline: Art History and Museum Studies
Research Interests: museums and heritage,
commoditization of culture, visual culture of
Religion
David E. Skinner
Title: Professor of History
Institution Affiliation: Santa Clara University

Address: History Dept.; 500 El Camino Real;
Santa Clara, CA 95053
Phone: (408) 5544112
Email: dskinner@scu.edu
Discipline: History and Political Science
Research Interests: Islam and politics in Af
rica with special reference to West and North
Africa

Address: 3939 N. Murray Ave. #301, Shore
wood, WI 53211
Phone: (920) 5627741
Email: bwendorf@uwm.edu
Discipline: African History
Research Interests: postcolonial Ghana, par
ticularly preRawlings '81

Harlan M. Smith
Title: Professor of Economics
Institution Affiliation: Marshall University
Address: Division of Finance and Economics;
1 John Marshall Drive Huntington, WV 25755
2320
Phone: (304) 6963233
Email: smithh@marshall.edu
Discipline: Economics
Research Interests: structural adjustment, rural
financial markets

Larry W. Yarak
Title: Associate Professor
Institution Affiliation: Texas A& M Univer
sity
Address: 4236 TAMM; Dept. of History;
College Station, TX 778434236
Phone: (979) 8451736 Fax: (979) 8624314
Email: yarak@tamu.edu
Website: http://people.tamu.edu/~yarak
Discipline: History
Research Interests: 19th Ghana/Gold Coast;
social and political history

Beverly Stoeltje
Title: Professor of Anthropology
Institution Affiliation: Indiana University
Address: 1416 S. Sare Rd. Bloomington, IN
47401
Phone: (812) 334–2716
Email: stoeltje@indiana.edu
Website: http://www.indiana.edu/~stoeltje/
Discipline: Anthropology
Research Interests: Ghana, legal anthropol
ogy, chieftaincy, gender, queen mothers

Ian Yeboah
Title: Associate Professor of Geography
Institution Affiliation: Miami University
Address: 216 Shideler Hall, Oxford, Ohio
45056
Phone: (513) 5295013 Fax: (513) 5291948
Email: yeboahie@muohio.edu
Discipline: Geography
Research Interests: globalization and urbani
zation, population movement and poverty

Benjamin Talton
Institution Affiliation: Temple University
Address: 177 Rutland Rd. Brooklyn, NY
11225
Phone: (215) 2049746
Email: talton@temple.edu
Discipline: History
Winston Wells
Title: Associate Professor, Political Science
Institution Affiliation: Illinois College
Address: 1101 W. College Ave., Jacksonville,
IL 62650
Phone: (217) 2453089 Fax: (217) 2453093
Email: wwells@ic.edu
Discipline: Political Science
Research Interests: economic reform, democ
ratization, agricultural policy
Benjamin Wendorf
Title: Master's Student
Institution Affiliation: University of Wiscon
sinMilwaukee

Muriel Yeboah
Title: Instructor
Institution Affiliation: The University of
Memphis
Address: 10207 Sterling Ridge Drive, Cor
dova, TN 38016
Phone: (901) 678 4217 Fax: (901) 6782178
Email: mayeboah@memphis.edu
Discipline: Geography
Research Interests: gender, cultural geogra
phy and livelihoods

Congratulations to Michel R.
Doortmont (University of Gron
ingan), winner of the 2008 Cono
verPorter Award for Sources for
the Mutual History of Ghana and
the Netherlands (Leiden: Brill,
2007), coauthored with Jinna
Smit. The award was presented
by the Africana Librarians Coun
cil at the 51st Annual Meeting of
the African Studies Association.
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Ghana Studies Council
2009 Membership Form
Please check appropriate space:

_____ Renewal

_____ New membership

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________
Title (e.g., Senior Lecturer, MA student, etc.): ______________________________________________
Institution affiliation: __________________________________________________________________
Mailing address: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________

Fax: ____________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________
Website: _____________________________________________________________________________
Discipline(s): _________________________________________________________________________
Research interests: _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Please provide name, institutional affiliation, and email of a prospective new member: ______________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Please check the appropriate space to indicate your 2009 membership dues category:
_____ Africabased (i.e., members permanently residing in an African country): dues exempt
_____ Graduate students outside Africa: $15 (please provide copy of student ID)
_____ All other members: $30
Membership dues includes a copy of the next issue of Ghana Studies (Vol. 10, 2007). Payment can be made by
check or money order payable to “Ghana Studies Council” or online via PayPal. Please check payment option:
_____ Check

_____ Money order

_____ Paypal (go to http://people.tamu.edu/~yarak/gsc.html)

Completed form with payment should be sent to: Ghana Studies Council
c/o Dr. Dennis Laumann
Department of History
The University of Memphis
Memphis TN 381523450 USA
Africabased members may opt to email the completed form as an attachment since no payment is due. If pay
ment is made via paypal, completed form may be emailed or sent to the above address. Please email member
ship forms or questions to ghanastudiescouncil@gmail.com

